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HASHINCTON <AP> — THE flDOf OF MAftllH WTHElPKiNC JH« SAID TODAY 



THAT THE F AM II, Y OF THE SLAM ClfXL tICHTS UADZH IsIeEKING 
REPARATIONS FROW THE COnSNMENT FOR FBI ATTEHPTS TO DISCREDIT K»«C» 
^ ^ CORETTA SCOTT IINC TOUD THI .SENATE JODlClARY .tOimiTTEE THAT 
, ^'THROUGH A FSIfATE ATTOR*fET, VE HAfE EXPLORED THE POSSIBILITY OF 
' REPARATIONS TO OUR FAMILY.** 

MRS* XINC SAID) HOVEVER) SHE HAS CHOSEN ROT TO * 'PRESS CHARGES OR 
' FILE SUIT'' AGAINST THE GOJTERNMENT BECAUSE SHE FELT SUcH A COURT CASE 
. VOULD HOT BE "PART OF THE THEORY OF HON-flOLENCE. AND . 
j RECONCILIATION. " 
j UTER, MRS. XING TOLD REPORTERS THAT ANT II0»JEYJHa/ fOULD BI ^ 
CBTAINED AS REPARATIONS FOR FBI HARASSMENT '<JF K»y tOULD BE USED AS 
"SNDO¥HENTS TO THE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR« FOUNDAtAn FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

iH ATLANTA._-..;..-:- •^---^-^ M^mV^^^^::^ 

SOVEnit SHE fiEcLINED TO BIfat.CE 809 MUCH MONEY ff^^^f^g^^Siig^ 
OB SISCUSS OTHER DETAILS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS* V • ^ 



ASKED HOW ATTORNEY GENERAL BENJAMIN ClflLCTTI COU liB WRA f i e E -BW A 
PAYMENT OF GOfERNHENT FUNDS IN THE ABSENCE OF A COURT SMVZf MRS. KING 
RESPONDED, ''IF HE'S CREAIIfE, I THINK BE COULD DO mT«** ' ' . ' 
SUCH A PAYHIMT APPARENTLY VOULD REQUIRE AN ACT OF CONGRESS* V 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AMD FBI OFFICIALS HAD NO ZMMCJBIATC COMMENT. > 
j, ^I'lcCWl^lj^Q GOrERNMENT F]^LES AND STATEMENTS BY FORMER TBI ; . 
I ^^lALS, TH£ BUREAU CONDUCTED A SECRET CANPAlG»i INTENDED TO . 
i:^ igSCRE DiT KING DURING THE I5«0s. -C'J:::;^ : 



WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 



o 



^GINNING IN JANUARY 1964, THE FBI BUGGED HOTEl ROOMS WERE KMC 
; »AS STAYIMC. TAPES IMPLICATING KING W APPARENT EXTRAMARITAL SE^^AL 

ACTIVITY WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO REPORTERS, MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND 
; THEN -PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON. A PACKAGE OF THE TAPES WAS ALSO 
^ SENT ANONYMOUSLY TO MRS. KING* * ' 

MRS. KING TOLD THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE THAT A PROPOSED FBI CHARTER 
1 SITTING GUIDELINES ON THE BUREAU'S ACTIflTIES SHOOLD INCLUDE •'STRONG 
' anL REMEDIES'* TO CITIZENS HARMED BY FBI ABUSES. .v.f>-v' .^^ 

r:- a ''THE FBI HAS, W THE PAST, GROSSLY MISUSED ITS POtfERi " MRS. HNG 
I SAID. "MARTIN UTHES KING JR. VAS THE TARGET OF THE MOST INTENSE 
V EFFORT TO SUPPRESS POLITICAL BELIEFS AND FREE EXPRESSION THAT WAS 
I WER DIRECTED AGAINST ANY AMERICAN. ' 

MRS. KING SAID THE FBI SUBJECTED KING AND OTHER BLACK LEADERS TO 
; "LONG HARD YEARS OF HARDSHIP AND SUFFERING. ..SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY 
: VERE COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO STAND UP FOR EQUALITY AND JUSTICE. 
I "YOU SHOULD REMEMBER THAT EfEN THE MOST FUNDM^XTAL RUUS «F 
BIMAN DECENCY CAN BE flOLATED. THIS HAS BQCN CU^LY DEMONSTRATED BY 

REFERRING 70 SHE FBI'S CAMPAIGN AGAINST VING.' SHE^ADDCDI ^F'THEBX^::^ 
HAVE BEEN DAMAGES PARTICULARLY HHERE ITY CHILDREN. Att v ^S^;::^f . 
CONCERNED. •••THIS IS A VERY DIFFICULT tHING FOR SY CHILDBEN^^*/ 
jr . SHE ALSO DEjTSNDED HER LATE HUSBAND AS A "MORAL LEADER, A fERY 
y ICCENT MAN. AND A VEPT CrTELLENT TATtiro AMn uiifiRAMVu** enr Annrn. itr 

^^^XHINK HISTORY HILL HNDIC ATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.'^ r v'^^^^^ 

^ THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING A PROPOSED FBI CHARTER THAT 
ITS SPONSORS CLAIM WOULD DEFINE AND LIMIT THE AUTHORITY OF THE FBI SO 
AS TO ENABLE IT TO INVESTIGATE CRIME WiSlLE PRESERVINC INDIWDUAI 
ncnim V: '^''S' r; ::. ' ■ ■ : ,\V- ■ ' ■ . ■-"■f - 

'r^-irI^l0^4J52«EDT:^;^,,:^;,^^^^^ ■ 
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By Timothy S. Hobinson 

A fc;leial judge ycstcrdsiy ordored | 
UC! FBI tu file with the KaUonol ar- j 
[chiios all of its tapes and documents j 
growing out of buggings and wiretaps * 
oF sb><n civil rights Iead«r Martin Lu- 

lhc/KinB__Jr, ~'" 

"Tlip'mi'lerinls cnnnol hn mnde pub- 
lic for ?.l least 50 ^?ars, cxcs'^t bv 
court order, according to the ruling. 

U. S. District Court Judse Jolip 
Lewis Smith Jr. issued the order in 
dismissing two civil suits filed asjainsl 
the FBI by Bernard S. Lee, a former 

Christian Leadership Conference, 
which King headed until his assassina- 
tion In April, 1968. - '•>. ^ 

The suits soufiht money damaged' 
from the FBI for the bugeins. They alJ 
leped the FBI secretly recorded 
King's conversations in a Willard Hoj 
tcl room here in 1063 and sent a copy 
of the tape to Mrs. King, »s well as 
bugging other conversations. 

In addition, the suits claimed copies 
of thoKp recordings and others were 
played for members of the news me- 
dia as part of an attempt to discredit | 
King. 

Judge Smith dismissed the suit be 
rrus? thry were not fi'ed within the' 
thrce-vear statute of limitations. 



The last reported bug;jing had oc- 
curred in 1963, and Smith said numpr-\ 
ous newspancrs had carried renortsl 
about the huggings beginning earlyl 
IhD next ycsr. The suit was not filed j 
until after the Senate Select Commit- 
tee on Intelligence made its official 
report on the incidents in 1975. 

The bfnatc committee lound that 
the FBI had Installed 15 bugs in 
King's hole! roorns a. id that one Ispe 
recording was mailed to King shortly 
before he received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1354. Accompanying the tape, 
was a letter saying, "Your end is ap- 1 
proaching . . . you are finished." 1 

King's associates interpreted the 1 
message as an effort to Induce the ' 
civil rights leader to commit suicide. 

(Attorneys for Lee and the SCLC 
said in court papers that they did not 
file the suit earlier based on the news- 
paper reports because "in all candor, ^ 
who would have, believed In those pre- 
Watergate days, the nation's gangbus- 
tcrs would have been involved in the 
kind of nonsense alleged here?" 

Smith's order Impounding the FBI 
records of the King buggings specifi- 
cally Includes all tapes, transcripts 
and logs concerning any such surveil- 
lances of King in Atlanta, New York,^ 
or any hotels, or motels in which he 
stayed between 1963 and 1968. 

The FBI must provide the Judge a 
inventory of the materials within 90| 
days and provide the material to the 
National Archives In that time. 



I, 

■J 




The Washington Post A-5 

Washington Star-News 

Daily News (New York) 

The New York Times 



The Wall Street Journal . 

The National Observer 

The Los Angeles Times 



r.„.„ Tues. 2/1/77 



KOT RBCORDFT) 
FEB 7 ,977 



■ 4- 



1» 



t : 



r. 



i, 

j . >'.2l's_AIart)ii_ l.mlicr Kin'' 

. J'; files lif Mjilin>liir'crt?r: 

I // ^ Ing another ph.-,.se oi' thc.r 
// . . 'renewed inquiry inio tl.e 
.. ««vil rights Jcacici's -.urcler. 
,;:Thc latest investicntion 
into the kiliing of Kiij- be- 
■ *<^*tn weeks a:;o at the 
request of a Senate f„mmit- 
tco headed by Krank CInin-h 
(D-Idahol. . ; 

'■We Pino to sprnJ se^ oral 
months lodkin? the case 
from every anslc onci In' 



J'cen, hrnd of ti,o Justice 

Shah.cn snui .MonC-iy thai ^ 
ii;qii,ry will be 
f-xL-uistive." roveifn? c-r- 
C':n)>tances of the m.jj uiur- 
■ 'in; as ICin;; stood on a ir.O- 
"->'cOny In Memphis, var- ' 
ioiis iiiurdor con.rpiracv the- 
o'^cs anci the FUl's harass-. 

U'Mi j.ition 01 his de.ith 

James Karl Hay. t|,c c„n- 
Victfil K,il«.r oi Km- is sep^- 
a gg j-ear sentence at the' 
■'■"10 pi-iKon in I^■ashviJ■|-^ 
Hmvovcr. l,a> i,as said he 
was copi-ccd Into pleadin-^ 



evcntt>n)lv, xvjii clmHc c-ve-y 
01 rice in t;i,; country. 
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-MoreFBl ^ 
Double 
Dealing 

While the lale J. Edgar Hoover was 
^ directing agents of his Federal Bu- 
' reau of Investigation to smear and 
, ruin private citizens he didn't lilte, he 
/ was being deluded within his ow n 
headquarters^ we now iearn, by dc^ 
ceitful reports _/rom_ass)slanls_who ap- 
parently told the director what he 
wanted to hear. 

: Not only was Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal police powers, ti9_ 
was b eing fed false and obseautous in- 
fSrSiafion on which to basejiis repre-— 
BensibiratlS;"': 

~Tbat double danger surfaced last 




Tfie toritcr ts editor and presi- 
dent of the St. Petersburg Times 
from which this article is reprinted. 



week when a staff study was released 
on the Senate investigaUon into FBI 
spying on American citizens in Hoo- 
ver's time. 

The study contained a memo from 
Williain^uMi yah. Hooves deputy, to 
rioover. This writer has personal 
knoWie3ge that the information^uUi-. 
'van fed his superior was false^ 

Silliivan told Hoover in 1965" that 
the -late Atlanta Constitution pub- 
Ii$hpr Ralph McGill said and did cer- 
tain dishonorable things whicli I 
know he did not say or do. 

My office, as editor of The Constitu- 
tion at that time, adjoined McGill's. As 
close personal friends and profes- 
sional running males we talked re- 
peatedly every day, lunched together, 
shared our problems and sought each 
other's advice. We were Inseparable, 
in almost constant contact, and dur- 
ing our 12 years together I never 
knew him to tell me an untruth or de- 
ceive me on his thinking. 

Nothing disturbed us more during 
that .stressful time of Southern deseg- 
regation than our separate discover- 
ies, -which we immediately shaied, 
that VBl agents were spying on the 
personal life of Dr,_Martln Luther. 
King_Jr. Our knowledge was first- 
hand. Agents of the Atlanta FBI bu- 
reau visited us in our offices and al- 
leged they had proof of Dr. King's in- 
,jfoJv£!&ent in extra-martial affairs. In 
my case an agent, on two separate vis- 
its,:insisted strtouously that . I assign a 



.reporter and photographer to catch 
Dr. King and his companion at an air- 
port where an FBI "informant" 
(meaning bug) said he was going to 
board a plane at the coming weekend. 
When 1 tried to explain we did not 
publish a peephole journal, and told 
the agent a person's private life is not 
news, be hotly criticized The Constitu- 
tion for supporting Dr. King's public 
leadership and blinding its readers to 
his private "immorality." Other 
Southern newspapers received simi- 
lar visits and to the press's credit not 
one printed the FBI's smears to Dr. 
King's lifetime. 

McGill and 1 were astonished and 
^outraged that our friends in the FBI 
Atlanta bureau had been assigned, ob- 
viously by Hoover, to such a dirty 
business as character assassination, 
and by these sleazy means. 

Ralph McGill could muster a tower- 
ing anger and I never saw him mad- 
der. His first impulse was to get word 
to Dr. King so he couid protect him- 
self. He picked up the telephone to 
pass the information to Dr. King's 
father but I dissuaded him from up- 
setting Dr. King Sr. by spreading the 
FBI's smear around the family. 

He spoke of getting in touch Instead 
with Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy to let 
him know what the FBI was up to. 1 
don't know if he reached Kenncily 
personally. I personally told this story 
to John Doar, one of Kennedy's assist- 
ants, and was appalled when I got no 
reaction from him, r.ot even an indica- 
tion he had heard what I said <and we 
were speaking face to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond 
Kennedy's control, or else Kennedy 
knew what Hoover was doing. McGill 
and 1 traded disappointed exclama- 
tions over this. 

Thereafter McGill's columns sup- 
ported Dr. King's leadership of the 

V.t_UJl 
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civil rights movement mwe strongly 

than ever. 

But^isili van's memo 1o Hoover^ 
cl5^ftlu>31fiarMcGin"w'3g SP^ by 
Ihe FBi's Information on Dr. King?"' 
private^ jjfe .^haf Re sfafcTHe^ouRr" 



McGill work his way around the boy- 
cotting businessmen to the hoider*-*?- 
real power in Atlanta, whom he per- 
suaded to bring their influence and 
pressure to bear on the bankers to 
support the King banquet. At a very 



use his influence tofgel Dr-^TCtrtg- OUT late hour the banquet vas saved from 



ofthe'Ifeadership of the civirrigBir" 
movement! That laiisl have beeii mu-" 
—^to HocrverTSits, encouraging him 
■ to \>ress on >vitb bis bugs and taps on 
Dr. Kinfs's bedroom. Thft problem is, it 
Just wasnt so. McGill's shock was di- 
rected at thfe FBI. and his support 
went to Dr. King. He'd have been the 
last irnn in the wortd to desert King 
in these circumstances. 

Worse, Sullivan's memo went on to 
re)E!3le Hoover with the notion that 
McGill would attempt to block an At- 
lanta banquet scheduled to honor Dr. 
King afttr he won the Nobel Prize, 
McGill WQuid work through a banker 
friend to get the business community 
to withdraw its support for the Ijan- 
quet. Hoover was told by Sullivan. 

That fabrication is a laugher for one 
who was there, as 1 was. There wasn't 
any business community support. 

The fact is that McGiU was the only 
white business or professional leader 
in Atlanta who stepped forward to co- 
sponsor the banquet, in conjunction 
with a Catholic bishop and a Jewish 
rabbi, while the bankers and business- 
men of that city ran for cover. In con- 
versations with me McGill alternately 
raged and laughed at the spectacle of 
Atlanta's white establishment being 
too timid or too segregationist to even 
send second vice presidents to the 
banquet honoring a black Nol>el I>rize 
winner. 

While Hoover enjoyed Sullivan-in- 
spired visions of the great liberal 
newspaper publisher warning an ea- 
ger business establishment, away 
from the King banquet. I watched 



being a lonely gathering of black peo 
pie and a few white humanists by an 
inpourlng of second vice presidents,' 
and even some firsts, because the 
word had been passed from on high as 
a result of McGill's single-handed ex- 
ertions. 

I had thought the finest irony of 
that banquet was the praise Time 
magazine later lavished on Atlanta be- 
cause the white estafoUshmeat had ho- 
nored a black son, the kind <a national 
publicity that brought a boom to Utarv}-^ 
once sleepy town. 

But now the Senate investigating 
staff has disclosed the true irony. Hoo- 
ver thought McGill was trying to sabo- 
tage the banquet, because hk agents 
had told him so. 

The tmplicatio.j speaks for itself. An 
autocratic FBI director, armed with 
the public's trust and secure from a 
cowed Congress, could misuse his 
power to stalk and smear any Ameri- 
can citizen of liis choosing including 
you or me. And probably because he 
wanted only good news, he got de- 
monstrably false intelligence upon 
whicti to base bis whims. Frighten- 
ing? 

Consider the footnote: The agent 
who failed to persuade mo to smear 
r. King in The Atlanta Constitution 
ot a harsh Hoover letter and an over- 
ight transfer to a distant city not 
[ong after he failed to come up with 
jiippings that would have pleased 
'oovcr. I saw the letter. It said the 
gent was being punished for being 
^ix pounds overweight. 
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/ The FBI am 

SAN FRANCrSCO-I read with inleresi \ 
Associate Editor Bill Shipp's Sunday colum i 
I May 9 on "The Rubber-Hosing of the FBI. ' 
However, it is regrettable that he failed fo - 
tnentioo the three prime mov^s of the 
Atlanta civiq- ^nquct honoring the late 
Martin Luther'King-after lie was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize. Coca-Cola's Robert 
Woodruff was a late and reluctant starter. 

The three men most responsible for the 
banquet were former Mayor Ivan Allen, the 
late Archbishop psul J. Hallinan, and the 
late I'abhi Jacob Rothschild. They were the 
orifiina! organizers who went ahead with the 
banquet planning, despite pressures from 
the FBI. 

Several wee'cs before the banquet, as 
editor of The Georgia Bulletin, I was visited 
by a bureau agent concerning alleged extra- 
marital sexual activities by Dr. King. I was 
urged not to let the Archdiocesan newspaper 

ff)e party to the sponsoring of the banquet. 
One quote of the FBI agent stood out: 

"The Church .should be very careful 
about honoring such a man, for you will 
only regret it when all the facts come out." 

I told the agent that he would have to 
tome up with more than an innuendo, and 
refused to drop the sponsorship. 

Several days later, the agent visited the 
Archbishop, who was seriously ill in St. Jo- 

r soph's Hospital. I saw the Archbishop after 
the visit, and he was very upset at the FBI 
ftactics. He told me he had refused the FBI 
suggestion that he back out as a prime spon- 
sor of the banquet. And to show his support 
for Dr. King, he left his sick-bed to attend 
the banquet. 

(Contrary to what Mr. Shipp says, the 
bove information cannot be fouitd in "old 
ewspaper clippings." 
GERARD E. SHERR 
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Sweet Lies Soothe Hoover 




EDITOR-S NOTE: Eugene PaKcrson 
president and editor of The St. Pclersbu^ 
Times, where this column originally 
pearri. He uas editor ol The Atlanta Ci 
stitulion 1 960-1 96S. 

While ttio Inle J. Edgar Hoover was di- 

( reeling agents ol iiis Federal Bureau of 
invesligalion to rmear and ruin private citi- 
zens lie didn't iike, lie 
was being dclHded 
within his own liead- 
quartrrs. we now learn, 
by deceitful lepoits 
from assistants who 
apparently told the 
director what he 
wanted to hear. 

Not only vras 
Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal 
police powers, he was 
being fed false and obsequious information 
on which to base his reprehensible acts. 

That double danger surfaced last week 
jUhen a staff study was released on the Sen- 
late investigation into FBI spying on Ameri- 
can citizens in Hoover's time. f 
The study contained a memo from Wiw 
Ham Sutlivan, Hoover's deputy, to Hoover/ 
This writer has personal knowledge that thf 
information Sullivan fed his superior was 
false, 

Sullivan told Hoover in 196S that the 
late Atlanta Constitution publisher Ralph 
McGill said and did certain dishonorable 
things which I know he did not say or do. 

My office, as editor of The Constitution 
at that time, adjoined McGill's. As close 
personal friends and professional running 
mates we talked repeatedly every day, 
lunched together, shared our problems and 
sought each other's advice. We were in- 
separable, in almost con!<tant contact, and 
during our 12 years together I never knew 
him to tell mc an untruth or deceive me on 
his thinking. 

Knthinp distiirhi'd its more dui ing tli.it 
stressful time of Simlhevn deso(;ie(;;ilion 

ilhan our .M'parato disrovpries. discovorios. 
which we immodately shared, thai FBI 
agents were spying'-on the personal life of 
-Dr. Martin. l,uthcr. JKing Ir. Our knowledge 
Iwas firsthand. Agents ol the Atlanta FBI bu- 
reau visited us in our offices and alleged 
they had proof of Dr. King's involvement in 
extra-marital affairs. In my case an agent, 
on two separate visits, insisted strenuously 
■that I assign a reporter and photographer to 
catch Dr. King and his companion at an ai i; 
port where an FBI "informant" (mcanir' 
bug) .said he was Eoingto board a plane tij 
, 8p«4'gA'tf6cld.(y?ll37IQricd to explain ' 
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did noi pubiisti a peephole journal, and told 

ithe agent a person's private life is not news, 1 
he hotly criticized The Constitution for sup- 
porting Dr. King's public teadership and 
blinding its readers to his private "immoral-* 
itv." Other Southern newspapers received 
.similar visits and to the press' crcJit not 
I me printed the FBI's smears in Dr. King's 
ItfeUme. 

McGill and I were astonished and out- 
f raged that our friends in the FBI Atlanta 
bureau had been assigned, obviously by 
Hoover, to such a dirty business as charac- 
ter assassination, and by these sleazy 
means. 

Ralph McGill could muster a towering 

anger and I never saw him madder. His 
first impluse was to get word to Dr. King so 
he rould protect himself. He picked up the 
telephone to pass the information to Dr. 
King's father but 1 dissuaded him from 

L upseUmg Or Ring Sr bv spreading the 

f FBI's smear around the family. 
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Me spoKe Oi gcuiiiK 
with Altv. Gen. Robert Kennedy to let hirri 
know what the FBI was up to. I don't knovJ 
'if he reached Kennedy personally. I personfc 

ally told this story to John Doar, one oj 
Kennedy's assistants, and was appalled 
when I got no reaction from him, not even 
an indication he had heard what I said (and 
we were speaking iace to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond Kenn&| 
dy's control, or else Kennedy knew what 
Hoover was doing. McGill and I tradea 
disappointed exclamations over this. 1 
Thereafter McGill's columns supportecr 
Dr. King's leadership of the civil rights , 
movement more strongly than ever. 

I But Sullivan's memo to Hoover claimed 
that McGill was so shocked by the FBI's 
information on Dr. King's private life that 
he staled he would use his influence to get 
Dr. King out of the leadership of the civil 
rights movement! That must have been 
music to Hoover's ears, encouraging, him to 
press on with his buR.'» and tnps on Dr. 
Kinp'.s Iwdroom. The problem is, it just was- 
wi't so. McGill's shock was directed at the 
IkRI, and his support went to Dr. King, ll^jy***' 
have been the last man in the world to 
desert King in those circumstances. 

Worse, Sullivan's memo went on to re-' 
gale Hoover with the notion that McGill 
would attempt to block an Atlanta banquet 
scheduled to honor Dr. King after he won 
the Nobel Prize. McGill would work through 
a banker friend to get the business ccm^.' 
munity to withdraw its support for the banJ 
quet , Ht>over was told by Sulliva n. / 
That fabrication is a laugher for ont 
who was there, as I was. There wasn't any 
pusiness community support. 
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J The fact is that McGill was the only 
white business or professional leader in 
Atlanta who stepped forward to co-sponsor, 
the banquet, in conjunction with a Catholic 
bishop and a Jewish rabbi, while the bank* 
ers and businessmeii of Uiat city ran for 
cover. In conversations with me McGiir 
alternately raged and laughed at the specta- ' 
cle ol AUanla's white establishment being i 
tog timid or too segregated to even send 
second vice presidents to the banquet honor* ' 
ing a black Nobel Prize winner. 

While Hoover enjoyed Sullivan-inspired 
visions of the great liberal newspaper pub- ; 
lis:tor warning an eager business establish- I 
ment away from the King banquet, I 
watched McGi!! woVli his way around the j 
boycotting businessmen to the holders of • 
real power in Atlanta, whom he persuaded '• 
to bring their influence and pressure to bear ' 
on the bankers to support the King banquet. ; 

A4 «.n>>*p k/^.i- „».r»J 

rii a vciji iaic iiuui iiic udiiQuci v>d» 5<4vcu i 

Ironu being a lonely gathering of black peo- 
ple and a few white humanists by an inpour- 
ing of second vice presidents, and even 
some firsts, because the word had be«n 
passed from on high as a result of McGill's 
single-handed exertions. 

I had thought the finest irony of that 
banquet was the praise Time magazine later 
lavished on Atlanta because the white estab- 
lishment had honored a black soa the kind 
of national publicity that brought a boom to 
that once sleepy town. 

But now the Senate investigating staff, 
has disclosed the true irony: Hoover thought 
McGilt was trying to sabotage the banquet, | 
because his agents had told him so. ! 

The implication speaks for itself. An 
I autocratic FBI director, armed with the 
public's trust and secure from a cowed Con- 
gress, could misuse his power to stalk and 
smear any American citizen of his choosing 
including you or me. And probably because 
he wanted only good news^ he got demon- 
strably false intelligence upon which to base 
his whims. Frightening? 

Consider the footnote: The agent who 
failed to persuade me to smear Dr. King in 
J The Atlanta Conslilotion got a harsh Hoover 
1 letter and an overnight transfer to a distant 
j city not long after he failed to come up wife 
I clippings that would have pleased Hoover. D 
saw the letter. It said the agent was beinc 
punished for being six pounds overweight. • 
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iviQie V'ii' 
Double 
Dealing 

While the late J. Edgar Hoover was 
directing agents of his Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation to smear and 
ryin private citizens he didn't like, he 
was being deluded within his own 
headquarters, we now learn, by de- 
ceitful reports from assistants who ap- 
parently told the director what he 
wanted to hear. 

Not only was Hoover dangerously 
misusing the federal police powers, he 
was being fed false and obsequious in- 
formation on wbich to base bis repre- 
hensible acts. 

That double danger surfaced last 



The wnter is ediiU)T and presi- 
dent of the St. Petersburg Times 
from which this article is reprinted. 



Mvcek when a staff study was released 
on the Senate investigation into FBI 
spying on American citizens in Hoo- 
ver's time. 

"The study contained a memo from 
William Sullivan. Hoover's deputy, to 
Hoover. This writer has personal 
( knowledge that the information Sulli- 

i van fed his superior was false. 

: I Sullivan told Hoover In 19C5 that 

' the late Atlanta Constitution pub- - 
lisher Ralph McGill said and did cer- 
; I tain ' dishonorable things w faich I ^ 

.- 1 know he did not say or do. 

' My office, as editor of The Constitu- . 

i> tifln at that time, adjoined McGiU's. As 

i close personal friends and profes- 

] slpnal running mates we talked re- 

] peatedly every day, lunched together, 

i shared our problems and sought each ^ 
other's advice. We were inseparable, 
in almost constant contact, and dur- 
' ing our 12 years together I never 

' ' knew him to tell me an u ntruth or de- 
I ceiy^ me on his thinking. 

^Iothing disturbed us more during 
that stressful time of Southern deseg- 
regation than our separate discover- 
ies, which we immediately shared, 
Ifat FBI agents were spying on the 
personal life of Dr. Ma rtin Luthe r 
\j\ J^iSt-Jr- Our knowledge was first-" 
\ handTAgents of the AtlanU FBI bu- 
reau visited us in our offices and at- 
}■ leged they had proof of Dr. King's in- 
vqlvcment In extra-martial affairs. In 



V' tny case an agent, on two separate vi&> 
, itiy Insisted strenuously that I assign a' 



in. King and his coiiii)anion at a- -r- 
port where an FBI "infori. i" 
(rneaiiing bug) said he was going to 
hoard a plane at the coining weekend. 
When 1 tried to explain we did not 
publish a peephole journal, and told 
the agent a person's private life is not 
news, he hotly criticized The Constitu- 
tion for supporting Dr. King's public 
leadership and blinding its reaaers to 
his private "Immorality." Other 
Southern newspapers received simi- 
lar visits and to the press's credit not 
one printed the FBI's smears to Dr. 
King's lifetime. 

McGill and I were astonished and 
outraged that our friends in the FBI 
Atlanta bureau bad been assigned, ob- 
viously by Hoover, to such a dirty 
business as character assassination, 
and by these sleazy means. ' 

Ralph McGill could musterTTowef- 
ing anger and I never saw him mad- 
der. His first impulse was to get word 
to Dr. King so he couid protect him- 
self. He picked up the telephone to 
pass the information to Dr. King's 
father but I dissuaded him from up- 
setting Dr. King Sr. by spreading the 
FBI's smear around the family. 

He spoke of getting in touch instead 
with Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy to let 
him know what the FBI was up to. I 
don't know If he reached Kennedy 
personally. I personally told this story 
to John Doar, one of Kennedy's assist- 
ants, and was appalled when I got no 
reaction from him, not even an indica- 
tion he had beard what I said (and we 
were speaking face to face). I realized 
then that Hoover either was beyond 
Kennedy's control, or else Kennedy 
knew what Hoover was doing. McGill 
and I traded disappointed exclama-. 
tions over this. 

Tliereafter McGiU's colunnis-»i/f7- 
° ported Dr. King's leadership of the 
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civil rights movement more strongly— 
than ever, . — - — 

But Sullivan's memo to Hoover 
claimed that McGiU was so shocked by 

» *JA a tiiiui liirtLivil Uli MJl ^ JVili^ D 

private life that he stated he would 
use his influence to get Dr. King out 
of the leadership of the civil rights 
movement! n.at must have been mu- 
sic to Hoover's ears, encouraging him 
to press on with his bugs and taps on 
Dr. King's bedroom. The problem is, it 
just wasn't so. McGlU's shock was di- 
rected at the FBI. and his support 
went to Dr. King. He'd have been the 
last man in the world to desert King 
in these circumstances. 

Worse. Sullivan's memo went on to ^ 
regale Hoover with the notion that' 
McGill would attempt to block an At- 
lanta banquet scheduled to honor Dr. 
Kinn after he won the Nobel Prize. 
Mojjill would work through a banker 
friend to get the business community 
to withdraw its support for the ban- 
qu«, Hoover was told by Sullivan. 

That fabrication is a laugher for one 
who was there, as I was. There wasnt 
any business community support 
- The fact Is that McGlll was the only 
white business or professional leader 
in Atlanta who stepped forward to co- 
sponsor the banquet, in conjunction 
with a Catholic bishop and a Jewish 
rabbi, while the bankers and business; 
men of that city ran for cover. In con- ' 
versations with me McGill alternately 
raged and laughed at the spectacle of 
Atlanta's white establishment being 
too timid or too segregationist to even 
send second vice presidents to the 
banquet hohoring a black Nobel Prize 
winner. \ 

While Holpver enjoyed Sullivan-in- 
spired visions of the great liberal 
newspaper publisher warning an ea- 
ger business esublishment, away 
ifrom the King banquet. I watched 
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THrGill work his way around the boy- 
cotting businessmen to the holders of 
real power in Atlanta, whom he per- 
suaded to bring their influence and 
pressure tc bear on the bankers to 
support the King banquet. At a very 
late hour the banquet was saved from 
being a lonely gathering of black peo- 
ple and a few white humanists by an 
inpouring of second vice presidents, 
and even some firsts, because the 
word had been passed from on high as 
a result of McGi, ' i '£ s !a g5e -banded ex- 
ertions. 

I had thought the finest irony of 
that banquet was the praise Time 
magazine later lavished on Atlanta be- 
cause the white establishment had ho- 
nored a black son, the kind of national 
publicity that brought a boom to that 
once sleepy town. 

But now the Senate investigating 
staff has disclosed the true irony. Hoo- 
ver thought McGlU was trying to sabo- 
tage the banquet, because his agents 
bad told him so. 

The implication speaks for itself. An 
autocratic FBI director, armed with 
the public's trust and secure from a 
cowed Congress, could misuse his 
power to stalk and smear any Ameri- 
can citizen of his choosing including 
you or me. And probably because he 
wanted only good news, he got de- 
monstrably false intelligence upon 
which to base his wh taia: Fiig hten- 
ing? 

Consider the footnote: The agent 
who failed to persuade me to smear 
Dr. King in The Atlanta Constitution 
got a harsh Hoover letter and an over- 
night transfer to a distant city not 
long after he failed to come up with 
clippings that would have pleased 
Hoover. I saw the letter. It said the 
agent was being punished for being 
six pounds overweight ' ""^ * 
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^IRS Gave FBI Names of 
^ Secret SCLC Contrihut 
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By CLAUDIA TOWNSEND 

Constitul'O^ Walhinglon Bureau . 

I WASHINGTON - When ihc FB' 
looking for ways to undermine thl 
C-ivil rights work oi Dr. Martin Luther 
Kiog^Jr,. the Interna! Revenue Service 
(IRS) helped out by revealing the names 
of people who had rontributed secretly 
10 King s Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference- <SCLC), according to a Sen- 
ate staff report released Tuesday. 

The IRS had the names because the 
SCLC is a tax-exempt orEam^ation re- 
quired by law to file a list of its contrib- 
utors. But the list is a confidential one, 
so that persons may contribute to SCLC 
or similar organizations without making 
their support public. 

I Giving the FBI access to the names 
of donors to SCLC and olher organiza- 
tions "has threatened both the integrity 

If the tax system and the constitution 1 
bghts of the contributors," the Sena p 
intelligence Committee staff report 
charges. 

"The identity of members of organ- 
izations such as the SCLC is privileged 
to protect members in their right to 
freedom of association,", the committee 
staffers wrote. 

5 The FBI's plans to use the list of 
'names in efforts to disrupt SCLC "con- 
stitute s direct s'tsck on the very ititer* 
est which the rifibt to anonymity pro- 
tects," according to the report The 
bureau's plans were "a purpose for 
Juhicb the FBI could not have obtained a 
list oI SCLC contribulots from any 
■ lourt" ^ 
I According to the Intelligence Comj 
Jmittee, the FBI obtained from the IRSi 
Ibll aTailabie informatioa" about bothl 



King and the SCLC in 1964. On April 1 
1964, the Atlanta field office suggcstd 
lin a memo to FBI headquarters i 
[Washington that the SCLC donor list bi 
used in a plan to disrupt future contribu- 
tions to the organization. 
I What the FBI should do, the Atlanta 
office suggested, was to forge letters 
from King to each of the donors, warn- 
ing the donors that the IRS was investi- 
gating SCLC's tax records and reassur- 
ing each one that his contribution was 
properly reported according to tax law 
requirements. 

"It is believed such a letter of this 
type from SCLC (to the donors) may 
cause considerable concern and elimi- 
jnate future contrtbuttotts," the FBI 
memo stated. 
U FBI officials in Washington rejected 
|the suggestion as "not appearing desira- 
ble and-or lea.sible for direct action by 
the bureau this time." 

However, the committee report 
[states, the fact that the FBI didn't go 
through with the plan "does not affect 
|lhe basic point that FBI headquarters 
furnished the tax information, including 
the list of contributors, to the local of- 
fice in orfler to enable the local office to 
. devise disruptive action." 
I The report savs FBI policy as 
applied in other similar cases "maices it 
clear that the suggestion was not re- 
jected because of concern for the legal- 
ity of using the contributor list" for the 
purpose of disrupting the organization. 
I Committee research into the FBI 
Activities has turned up other instances ' 
tin which the FBI attempted to use finan- 
cial information to discredit King or 
mmper bis acttvitiesi i 
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Tile bureau in 1964 reviewed five > 
years' worth of tax returns for King, the 
SCLS, and (he Gandhi Society (a group 
I that the FBI said "augmented" SCLC's , 
fundrai>iing activities). 

I FBI agents also obtained a promise 
frorri IRS to scrutinize King's fhen-cur- 
rent' returns "very carefully to deter- 
mine whether any violations appear." 

I In 19i)b, the FBI launched an inves- 
tigation aimed at proving that King held 
large amounts of money in a numbered 
Swiss bank account. That plan was con- 

.ceived during a golf game, when an 

lacquaintance of the FBI supervisor of 
the King case mentioned that he'd heard 
King had a million-dollar bank account 
Overseas. i 

I With the approval of ioimef FBli 
iirector J. Edgar Hoover, a search for/ 
hat bank account was undertaken. Byi 



December, 1965, that invcstigalion vras 
described by Hoover as "the most 
^important presently pending" portion of 
I the FBI's activities against King. 

Shortly after that, however, the 
investigation was dropped when the 
original source of the rumor told the 
(FBI that the existence of the bank ac- 
count "was merely a wild conclusion" 
Fifth District Rep. Andrew Young 
Md the committee that contrihutions to 
feCLC were "chilled" by the FBI's alle- 
gations about the bank account. 

"There were direct attempts at 
some of our larger contributors who told 
us that they had been told by agents that 
Martin had a Swiss bank account, or 
CTiat Martin had confiscated some of the 
rnonics from Uie march on Wasbin£lon 
for his personal use. None of that was 
cue," Young testified. ' ' 
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* WASHINGTON - "Evcrvbody did 
It' is no excuse for wrongdoing, bu 
the rhurch committee reports derao 

stratc . conclu- 

sively that the 
seeds of Water- 
gate were 
planted and nour- 
ished in two 
Democratic 
administrations. 

Using the Sen- 
ale committee's 
findings, let us 
observe a trio of 
Attorneys , -^n ^ 

General at their individual rnoments 
of truth, 

^l. Nicholas Katzehbach and the bug- 
ging of hotel rooms of Martin Luther 
King. The unlawful harassment ofDr 
Kiiig was the worst abuse of federal" 
power against an individual in our 
history; Atty. Gen, Katzenbarh knew 
about It. was warned about it, had the 
power to stop it - but loolced the 
njher way. 

It was Ben Bradlee, then head 
Newsweek's Washington Bureau, wh4 
' — to his credit — alerted Katzenbacfi 
to the way FBI officials were ped-. 
dUng salacious King tapes to newsmen 
in 1964. In his moment of truth, the 
Atty. Gen. response was "clearly 
inadequate," concludes the committee. 



Hal Galliver's colamn will resume 
shortly. 



In fact, he permitted the official wire- 
tappioR (»I Dr. KinR to ro on tor four 
monllis after ifi t ivini; Hit- wanun^t of 
» siui'ur c.iiDp.iiKti usinc unofllcial 
"bugs." 

When Kal/.onliach's complicity In 
the bugging of Dr. King was first sug- 
gested in this space a year iga, he ex- 
ploded with a letter using the libel 
code words. / , 

But Church committeft'counsel cor • 
fronted him with Alocumentar ' 
evidence that hihad i|ccf informed < I 
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the placement of microphones in Dr.^ 
King's suites. Three FBI memos say- 
ing so bore Katzenbach's handwritten 
initials, and there was a handwritten 
note from him — dated and filed in 
sequence with a bugging notification 

— telling Director Hoover "Obviously 
these are particularly delicate surveil- 
lances and we should be very cau- 
tious. . . 

Katzenbach's reaction to this evi- 
dence was to insist he couldn't 
remember what bis note was refer- 
ring to — maybe it was some other 
surveillance that day. Nor could he 
remember initialing any of the bug- 
ging notifications, but — under oath 

- he added artfully: "If they are my 
initials and if I put them on, then I 
am clearly mistaken ..." 

The Church committee report on 
Dr. King (written with admirable 
evenhandedness by Old Kennedy Hand 
Michael Epstein) permits the clear 
conclusion that (a) the wiretapping of 
Dr. King was originally Robej, 
Kennedy's idea, not J. Edgar Hoov 
er's, and tb) tne systematic program 
of snoop and smear could probablv 
not have taken place without the 
sometime tacit, sometimes explicit > 
toleration of Nicholas Katzenbach. 

2. Ramsey Qark and the Doar Plan 
to spy on dissidents. Under heat from 
the Johnson White House to crack 
down on black power groups aiid New 
Lett peaceniks, Atty. Gen. Clarli told 
bis henchman, John Doar, to come up 
with a plan to bring the full power of 
government to bare on gathering 
Intelligence about dissenters. 

The Doar Plan — forming the 
"intcrdivision information unit," de- 
scribed last year in this column — 
was submitted, urging that agencies 
as disparate as the Narcotics Bureau, 
the poverty program, the IFIS and the 
Post Office iVprirtment be tapped to 
"fimnol lnform;ilioii" Into a conipulfr 
tbiit .1 l.Hor Clark study said would 
crt-ale a "inaster Index on individuals, 
or organizations." 

Clark, in that moment of truth in 
1967. approved the Doar Plan, spawn- 
ing the infamous IDIU, which — in 
'the Church committee's words —was 
the focal point of a massive domestic 
intelligence apparatus . . . resaltinj 
in excessive collection of informatiot 
about la w-abiding citizens." 
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3. John Mitchell and the Huston 
Jplan. Thanks to the fine work of inv< 
Ipeachment counsel John Doar, wd 
Biavc been treated to many lengthyl 
jJeniinciations of this proposal nf a) 
young man in the Nixon "White House 
to combat dissidents wUh illegal 
"black bag jobs," mail openings and 
evcsdroppings. It turns out that in 
making bis scandalous .suggestions, 
Tom Huston was not aware that most 
of them were already standard oper- 
ating procedure for intelligence agen- 
cies under Presidents Kennedy and 
Johnson. 

In his moment of truth, in the face 
of White House pressure urging him to 
approve the Huston Plan, what did 
Atty. Gen. Mitchell do? Writes the 
Church committee: "ClA Director 
Halms shortly thereafter indicated his 
support for the plan to the Atty. Gen., 
telling him 'we had put our backs into 
this exercise." Nonetheless, Mitchell 
advised the President to withdraw his 
approval. Huston was told to rescind 
hiS memorandum ..." 

These thren moments are not cited 
to suggest Attorneys General Katzen- 
bach and Clark were devils and 
Mitchell was a saint. But they might 
be remembered in reviewing what 
each of the trio is doing today; 

Katzenbach, making no apology for 
his role in the King case is taking 
down $300,000 per year in pay and 
benefits as IBM's general counsel. 
Clark, posing as a civil libertarian, is 
a candidate for the Democratic nomi- 
nation for senator from the state of 
New York. Mitchell, acquitted at one 

I political show trial and convicted at 
another, has seen bis career ruined 
and now faces jail. 
Equal justice under law? 
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IN SOME COUNTRIES, new regimes cast off old 
I idols by pulling their statues down. The other day 
SI-]&k«ctor-Clarence M. Kelley made a speech that 
ad about the same effect. In a lecture at Westrains- 
T College in Fulton, Missouri, Mr. Kclley sharply re- 
lidialed the "almost superhuman" image of the FBI 
ijring J. Edgar Hoover's 48-year reign. The bureau, 
ir. Kelley said, became revered as "an invincible 
»roe for good against the forces of evil;" Mr. Hoover 
imself "was considered integrity and efficiency per- 



>r said, made the bureau immune from scrutiny and 

■rpetuated activities which "were clearly wrong 
ad quite indefensibjel^^^aiyl for which Mr. Kelley 

lologized. „ ^ 

The uirector's candor and contrition sounded a 
re, refreshing note. Unfortunately, its public im- 
ct has been somewhat blurred because, in a kind of 
tlyphony, the Senate intelligence commiitee has 
vn releasing supplemental reports disclosing still 
.re details of past FBI misdeeds. One report docu- 
'nts FBI agents' covert efforts to foment violent 
nfrontations among black nationalist groups. An- 
^ler study sets out at chilling length Mr. Hoover's 
:ter vendetta against Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
t another dimension of that disgusting case has 
n described by Eugene C. Patterson in a St. Pe- 
sburg Times column which we reprint today. This 
istrates how Mr. Hoover's lieutenants not only 
iit alonii with his amoral attacks on Dr= King, but 
I indulged the director by telling him what they 
ught he wanted to hear— even if their reports 
10 lies. 



Mr. 



Kelley also 



re- 



'i condemning such conduct, 
ed the arrogant, dogmatic attiiucif s and obsessive 

r;e-building that governed the FBI for so long, 
ile attributing much of this to Mr. Hoover's formi- 
le skill and self- perpetua ting power, Mr. Kelley 
' noted, rightly, that the bureau's untoucBawje^ 
tion had been bolstered by friends in Congress 
the press. He might have pushed this point fur- 
•. for it is clear by now that many other public of- 
ils— including some with far more regard for civil 
rties— not only tolerated the FBI's excesses, but 
'i-times themselves sanctioned activities that 
;rly overstepped the boundaries of law and pro- 
ty, rationalizing their tacit (or perhaps even ex- 

tt) approval on grounds of national security^: ^ 

• acknowledging these human frailties, Mr. Kel- 
lus underscored the importance of rebuilding tlie 
on solid grounds of law and accountability, 
r than the dangerous base of personality. Consi- 
>lc progress has already been mude. Attorney 
ral Edward H. Levi has subjected the bureau to 
iiprecedented amount of Justice Department ov- 
ht, and the new guidelines on domestic intelUg- 
operations— while not a substitute for a new.law 
' a substantial gain. 
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While not welcoming all of this, Mr. Kelley has ac- 
cepted it in a way that Mr. Hoover never did. At the 
same time, he has been moving cautiously— too cau- 
ticatsly, many believe— in an attempt to overhaul the 



bureau without det,troyi 



privoking an all-out batiJe'with the old-timers in its( 
raAks. His Westminster remarks suggest that he has 1 
now decided to put mori distance between himself I 
and the factions remaining from Mr. Hoover's days. 
That is encouraging, for the FBI can oniy regain its 
proper strength and public respect by recognizing 
that, like every other bumaa institution, it is faUiJiid. 
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Of FBI Study Plan 

ATLANTA (AP) _ Dr 
Martin Luther- King jPc 

of the FBI by its parent 
agency, the Justice Depart-! 
ment, is ridiculous and sug- 
gests the inquiry be han- 
dled by an "independent 
commission." ^ ' 
"It is an absurdity to pro- 
pose as Atty. Gen. (|d. 
ward) Levi has, that grave' 
ollenses against the rights 
of individuals and of the na- 
tion, Itself, can be dealt 
with by having the Departs 
ment of Justice, which inJ 

I??.^*!? ^BI' investigatd 
"tself." Coretta King iaij 
yesterday "What is needed 
is a high-level, independent 
commission empowered 
and Vsprepared to invcsti- 
gate, make hard judgments 
and recommendations, in- 
cluding punishments of 
wrong-doers at any level of 
involvement." 

Mrs. King commented 
aftrer new disclosures of! 
^J'. campaigns against her 
at husband made Wednes- 
lay by the Senate inteUi- 
jence committee. She sdd 
!he would not comment di- 
rectly on the report until 
she reads it. t" 
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pureau Also Weighed Plan 
'..to Harass His Widow, 
*• Senate Study Reports 



WASHINGTON. May 5 (UPf) 



hotel rooms and harassing him. j ' j^^^^ cointclpro "ta^ilc^ fc'' 
Jine move was the anonymoiit'-^K^ ;„ ,ul J^^l. %. ■ 
kucr, already publicized, IhatH^^ Lnn™*" .^".f"^'' 
sugpcstcd that Dr. KiriR commit "^fj-''^^ anonymous Setters i c- ' 
suicide or face disclPsSrc of J oZlV^^^LVZ^'^^l'^^^' i 
extra maritai affair. r^v,, ^ ^'^^'^"^''^ 

also in- n^ai, "Toiips, have been pie- 
^'^^ viously reported. I 
The report quoted 



r— -The Federal Bureau of lnveW-.drei 



■ But todny'.^ report also in 
eluded new disclosures about 
the smear cantpaign that fo!- 
lowed Dr. King's death. j 
When Congress was con- 
sidering declaring his birthday 
a national holiday, it said, the' 
F.B.l.'s crime records division 
/'recommended briefing Con- 
/tTCssmert" who might keep the 
,*U1 botiied.up in committee if 
-''they realize King was « scoun- 



•■^Veation Irie^Tto snicar the Dr. 
['.Mvi'" LuLher.jLiug Jr. even af- 
v.ier his death, treating hini 
'^•'inuch !ike a Soviet agent, and 
i,^i>ad a plan to harass liis widow 
—as well, the tstalf of ihc Senate 
Select Committee and Intel- j 
ligencc Activities reported to-' 
day. ! 
"The F.B.rs attempts to dis-l 
/' tredil Dr. King did not end with 
\ his death" by murder in 19GS, 
Vhe staff said in one of a serirs 
Of final reports on what it calls 
the agency "secret war" 
^•■"igainsl American citizens. 



CRngress has yet to vote on 
the birthday bill. - > 

The report also said the F.B.I. 
Atlanta field office proposed in 
April 1969 a "counterintel- 
ligence operation" apainst Dr. 
King's memory and his widow. 

It said it did not know details 
of the plan or whether it had 



. - internal; 
.'ustice Department documents, 
as saying that cointelpro aciivi-l 
lies may have violated the civil | 
rights laws— as well as Federal' 
laws against mail fraud and cx-l 
tortion. 

Althou.se F-B.l. witnessds tes-' 
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tifiel that cointelpro had been, 
inte ded to protect tl70 nati mai 
secifrity -and prevent viol'Ince, 
tJie leport said, "The unex- 
pressed major premise of much 
• of cointelpro is .that the bureau 
' has a Toie in maintaining the 
existing .social order and com- 
bating those who threaten that 
grder." " 
As an example, the report 
memos showing 
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bureau memorandum as saying 
that the proRram miRht be used 
; - 'in the event the bureau is in- 
clined to entertain counterintel 



J .^Igence aetion.awinst Coretta TJi^^'lJ^,^^ H 



Miod in a frecrspecch demon - 
s ration were made cointelpro 
I rgets because of their "ob^i 



Soott King and-or the continu- 
ous projection of the public 
jUmage of Martin Luther King," 

" Black Panthers Affected 



The staff also said, however, 
It had found no evidence that [[ WASHINGTON, May 5 (AP)— 
the bureau had been involved Ip-^-^- headquarters - approved 
in Dr. Kir,g's murder. A lu^ticel"ZV^^\^-^A^ ""l"""!, '2- " 
pepartment^roup is ^^^es,,.u§S'^£XA^ 
Ing that matter separately, hranging from the Black Pan- 
But the report, prepared by J thers to Antioch College, ac- 
the inleiligence panel's invcsti-]; foi^iing to the report released 



established morality.' 



gative staff and not signed by 
committee members, .said that 
under J. Edgar Hoover, the, 
F.B.I, pursued a "vicious ven- 
detta" against Dr. Kind from 
1963 until sometime after his 
death, trying to discredit his 
memory and to stop Congress 
from making his birthday « na- 
tional holiday. 

It said that William Sullivan. 
Mr, Hoovers former deputy, 
described the overall campaign 
against Dr. King and thousands; 
of other su.iipected radicals as 
"a rough, tough, dirty business 
and (iancerous." 

"No holds v/ere barred,"" Mr, 
llullivaii tc^titicd Rl ci'i)i!»iiire 
hearings, "We have used (suni- 
Isr] techniques against Soviet 
agents. We did not differen- 
tiate. This is a rough, tough 
business." 

Repeating conclusions the 
committee has published be- 



fore, the report .said thai Mr 

Hoover had considered Dr. King! with the Communist 
"no good" and a dangerous U.S.A. and ending in 



to/ay on the bureau's Cotntel- 

o program. 

The report, , by the staff of 
the Senate intelligence commit- 
tee, said that many of the ac- 
tions approved in the 15 years 
ending in 197J "niay have vio 
lated specific criminal sta 
tutcs," while others "involved 
risk of serious bodily injury or 
'death to the targets." 
' Senator Frank Church, chair- 
man of the intelligence commit- 
tee, coupled release of the re- 
port with a renewed call for 
creation of a Congressional pa- 
.lel to oversee intelligence oper- 
ations and for a special prose- 
cutor to invcMigate possible 
rrimlnal cltarge,* ugainst offi- 
cials involved in IntcUigcncei 
•b\ises, ■ i 

The 77-page report outlined! 
tCoinlelpro, oi counter intel-i 
hgcnce program, operations] 
against "a staggering range ofj 
targets," beginning in 1956; 

Party 
197l' 
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with "students demonstrating 
"..tgainst anything." 

The bureau's use of "danger- 
i^>s, degrading or blatantly un- y 
constitutional techniques ap/^ 
, pears to have become less.;fe- 
lephonM. bugging msj strained with each subsequent' 
projtram." the rennrf wii- 



force for dissent in America 
Communfst Leak Sougnt 

' — 4t said he had ■flieected his 
ageiTw to^roVjg'DrrTCing was 
communist-int{>ien*«4^ by tap- 
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-justice Says FBI Harassedf 
But Did JSot Kill Dr. King 

In response to inquiries from the news media 
regarding th^ Civil Rights Division's review of the 
Martin Luther King files, Attorney General Edward H. 
Levi today issued the following statement: 

"I have directed the Office of Professional 
Responsibility, headed by Michael Shaheen, to com- 
plete a review of all records in the Department of 
Justice concerning the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the personal 
direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
Pottinger. completed on April 9 a five-month 
preliminary review of files at FBI headquarters. 

"As a result of this preliminary review, the Civil 
Rights Division has recommended that the review be 
carried forward to a>mpletion with an additional 
examination of records at FBI headquarters and field 
offices. His believed that more than 200,000 documents 
may be involved." 

On the basis of this preliminary review. Assistant 
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative 
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that 
the FBI inany way caused thedeathof Dr. King, (2) no 
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of 
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and 
honest, and (3) instances were found indicating that 
the FBI undertook a systematic program of 
harassment of Dr. King in order to discredit him and 
barm both him and the movement he led. 

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights 
Division has been continuously investigating 
allegations concerning the assassination of Dr. King as 
these allegations mtfvt to the attention of the Depart- 
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RIGHTS LEADER'S WIFE INCLUDED 



, FBI's Plots Againsf King Told 



A washinTtTon ih?) a 

'.One year after the assas-V 
^ina/tml of Dr. M;ir1in 
*l!ier^ KinB ^rT^Oie'" I''B] ' 
'was still halching piols to 
"ijefame ttie civil rights 
leader and hip widow, a 
^enafe probe shows. 
,^The FBI's Atlanta bu- 
ireau drafted a plan in 
.April 1969 and forwarded 
it to headquarters in 
.Washington "in the event 
"the, bureau U ineliried to 
entertain counterintelH- 
g e n c e action against 
Coretta Scott King and— 
or the continuous projec- 
tion of the public image of 
Martin Luther King," ac- 
cording to FBI documents 
cited by the Senate intelli- 
gence committee. 

THE LATE FBI Direct 
tor J, Edgar Hoovert 
rejected the plan, sayingi 
'in a reply memo, "The^ 
bureau docs not des<re 
counterintelligence action 
'against Coretta King of 
the nature you suggest at 
this time." 

But Hoover apparently 
approved an FBI plan to 
try to convince Congress 
not to declare King's 
birthday, Jan. 15, a na- 
tional holiday. An FBI , 
memo of March 18. 1969, 
recommended briefing 
key congre&smen to malte 
sure "they realize King 
was a scoundrel." Hoover 
and a top aide replied the 
briefing must be handled 
"very cautiously." 

" The Senate panel, which, 
issued a knglhy repcrl 
last week on /t^. 
, t n t e 1 1 i gence-Bath(|n(\c 
agencies, issued p^teV 

I page supplement*^ re- 
port ycterday in what i 

. CkftsMvcmo called it ; 



, campaign "to complelelv 

I discredit King as the lead- 
er of the Negro people." 
1 THE REPORT does no^ 
indicate if the briefing 
was he)d. Congress has 
yet to vote on a bill to 
establish t h e holiday 
honoring King. 

The comiiiiliee first re- 
vealed last November in 
public hearings details of 
tlie FBI's secret cain- 
paign to harass and dis- 
credit King, who .was 
sfain in Memphis April 4, 
1868. 

Jt apparently hegan in 
eaj'iy 2952. whne Hoover 
wrote on a memo, "King 
is no good." In October 
1962 tlic FBI began an 
investigation of alleged 
Communist influence in 

E"'ng"s Southern Christiaji 
adcrvliip Conference. 
The Senate report saii 
; FBI suspected, bul 
nevci- proved, two King 
asstrinies once belonged 
1o tile Communist party. 
At no time did the FBI 
"have any evidence Dr, 
King himself was a 
Communist," it added. 

HIGH OFFICIALS in 
the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations must 
siia^'e the blame for t2ie 
FBI's canipaii'n to de- 
stroy King, the report 
said. 

Although there was no 
evidence that anyone out- 
side the FBI approved the 
sn\ear campaign, it said, 
"the evidence reveals a 
disturbing altitude of i 
unconcern by responsible, 
officials and a failure on j 
their pail to make appro- i 
p'riate corrective! 
measures." *■* 



The report found: 

• Atty, Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy approved in 
writing in October 1963 
'the placing of wiretaps in 
King's home and offices. 
Three months later, the 
first of 15 bugs was in- 
stalled in King's hotel 
room without Kennedy's 
knowledge. Bul Kennedy 
got a summary of infor- 
mation from the taps. 

• Atty. Gen. Nicholas 
DeB. kalzenbach and 
A.iSt. Atty. Gen. Burke 
Marshall told President 
^ Jo h n s 0 n the FBI had 
offered to play tape 
recordings of the bugs to 
Teporters. ' 

• Johnson press secre- 
tary Bill Moyers approved^ 

Isendii^ FBI reports con 
lainitig derogatory person 
al information about King 
to other government agen- 
cies. 
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igh aides tied to Dr. King plot 



AsfodaM Pma 



WASHINGTON - High 
officials in the Kennedy^ 



play the tape recordings 
for Jolinson aids Waller 



and Johnson administra- 
tions must share the 
blame for ibe Federal Bu- 
reau ot Investigation's 
campaign to destroy Sr. 
MaitiiL-tuther King, a 
Senate inreiligimoa 'coin> 
mittee staff report said 
Wednesday. 

It said there was no 
evidence Qiat anyone out- 
side the FBI approved the 
campaign against King, 

!ut it concluded that 
officials responsible for 
iipervising the FBI re- 
vived indicatiuQs ttiat 
such an effort . . . might 
be taking place and failed 
to take adequate steps to 
I»-eventlt" 

The report said tvi- 
dence showed that: 

— Attorney G&KHnl 
Robert F. Kennedy was 
given a summary of InfiHv. 
mation obtained from 
bugs placed In King's 
botelrDoms: 

— Attorney General 
^Hcholas Katzenbach and 
Assistant Atlorney Gener- 
al Burke Marshall told 

.President Johnson the 
FBI had offered to play 
tape recordings to 
jreporten. 

—The FBI o^ered to 




~ Johnson aide Bill 
y Meyers approved sending 
FBI reports containing 
derogatory personal infori 
mation about King to 
other government 
agencies. 

"The evidence reveals a 
disturbing attitude of 
unconcern by responsible 
officials and a failure on 
their part to, make appro- 
priate corrective meas- 
ures." the report said. 

One FBI memo quoted 
in the report stated Jhdt 
Jenkins had su, 
leaking the hotel 
tapes to the press. How- 
ever, the report added 
that in a sworn interview 
"Jenkins expressly^ 
denied" making such a 
suggestion. 

The 105-page sludyj 
which contained few new 
disclosures concerning the 
bureau's self-described 
campaign "to conqdeteJy 
discredit King as the lead- 
er of the Negro people," 
was released as a supple- 
mentary volume to the 
intelligence panel's final 
report made public last 
week. 

A total of 13 supplement 
tary volumes will 
released "in order thai 
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the American public majr 
' fully know the extoit of 

the crimes" committed by/ 
, U.S. intelligence agencies, 
' Qiairman Frank Church, 

D-Idaho, aaid. 
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phHed againsf 
King, study says 

WASHINGTON (AP) - High officials in 
. the Kennedy and Johnson administrations 
I must "share the blame for the FQI's cam- 
pai<.'n to A>stroy Dr. Martin Luther King, a , 
Sciiate intcjiijience comriiittee~Staff report 
snirf yesterday. 

It said llifire was no evidence that ' 
A.->n>one outside thtf FBI approved the cam- 
"p.iipii nj>ajnsl KinE, but it concluded that 
"nf.'icials responsible for supervising the 
iI-'BI rccpived indications that such an effort 
. . mi.-Jit be taking place and failed to 
fake adoffunte steps to prevent it." 
The report said evidence showed that: 

• Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy was 
pivon a summary of information obtained 
fiom b!!i;s placed in King's hotel rooms; 

» Aity. Gen. Nicholas DeB. Katzenbach 
* ?nd A^^t. Atty. Gen. Burke "Marshall told 
( I'rcsidcnt Johnson that the FBI had offered 

to play tape recordings of the bugs to 

reporters; • , 

I •The FBI Offered to play the t<>pe 
T.'cordines for Johnson aide Walter Jenkins; 
.and 

• .Tohn.son aide Bill Moyers approved 
y-.sendinp FBI reports containing derogatory 

personal information about King to other 
government agencies. 

"Tlie evidence reveals a disturbing at- 
(iliidc of unconcern by responsible officials 
i\r.:t a failure on their part to make ap- 
prnoriale corrective measures." the report 
said. , ; . 

\ONE FBT memo quoted In the report 
stntcd that Jenkins had suggested leaking 
th" hole! room tapes to the press. However, 
li'c report added that In a sworn Intenrlew 
■'.Tenkins expressly denied" making such a 
sufi—jstion. 

The 103-p«.5e study, which contained few 
mv disclosures concerning the bureau's 
s^lf-don-ribed campaign "to completely 
discredit King as the leader of the Negro 
people," was released as a supplementary 
vQlupT- to the intelligence panel's final 
report made public last week. 

A lofnl of l"! supplementary volumes will 
he released "in order that the American 
pu'^li" may fully Vnovv the extent of the 
rrines" committed by U.S. intelligence 
neonrirs, chairman Frank Church (D- 
Idaho), -aid. 

riluncH made clear that t«lease of the 
. vo'umrs wns intended to bolster the case of 
sen.iiors calling for creation of a new con«- 
, fres'ii onal panel to monitor intelligence 

aRficiea, 
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rcporf suggested that the FBI attack 
ar.nnst KiriR was motivated both by a 
s.sr.c.H,>, that Communists were serving as 

Jv I^n. ;..nc P«"»''«>I feelfg ■ 

m.i. hm>? V.MS "no good." ^ 

The staff said, they had found no 
ev.den'-o that any of King's adv Lers "at 
tempted 10 exploit the civil righ f ^ovt 

Si^, • ^r""?''^ ^PP"'^^<^ writing the 
nstallation of wiretaps in Kine's homV. .nrf 

.n tte New York and AOanta yficrof the 

Southern Christian Uadership Srencl 

in order to determine the extent of "Com! 

_SiII2S influence in the racial situaLg ," . , 

THREE MOrmiS J^ter the first of 15 
hii.as was installed in King's hotel room 

y J^^^™'s effcrt to discredit Dr Kin? 

r;^.r'Sce'™S"J'^r'-' ^"^^S 

- Jf^c'-^ed plans touching on 

0'' ^- Kirg', 1:54- 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 



f'BI's py to use Cody: 
agains^Dr, King told 



Rt the time of the alleaod 
bneling Dr. King was activ* in 
ths Chicago civil rights nio ^e- 
mmt. , 

THE APPROACHES to Car- 
dinals Cody and Speliman 
were part of a six-year cam- 
paign by the FBI to destory 
the reputation of Dr. King, ac- 
cording to the committee head- 
ed by Sen. Frank Church (I>- 
Ida.). 

fae campaign continued 

affer Dr. Kii« was as- 

lnaie<l in JL!»>s, tne < om- 

miltec said. 

year after the civil rfghts 

leader's death, the committee 



\ 



but rejected a proposal by the 
Atlanta office of the FBI to be- 
gin a covert operation against 
his widow, Coreita Scott King. 

Hie nature of the proposed 
program against Mrs. King 
wasn't disclosed to the com- 
mittee. , 
in the ' 



But it was to serve 



j By Robert Gruenberg 

0/ our W'nsfiini'ton Bureau 

I WASHINGTON - The FBI 
'tried to use John Cardinal 
'Lody of Chiciigo and Francis 
ji ardinal Spellmar; of Ne^v 
jvorl? to discredit the Rev. Dr. 
■•'Iiili n Lu UieijCinj Jr., ic- 
Lo diiig to the Senate Sehct 
|C( mmittee on Intelligence. 
, The committee reporled 
1 Wednesday that in 1964 tite 
I Flif sent an agent to try to 
i>ersuade Cardinal Speliman to 
j varn Pope Paul VI that a 
[planned audience for Dr. King 
■Mould be "embarrassing." 
I Cardinal Speliman, however, 
Refused to do the FBI's bid- 
kling. and Dr. King in Sepieni- 
It^er of that year was granted a 
:0-m!nute audience with the 
Pope, who agreed to make a 
public declaration against ra- 
cial injustice. 

I IN I96S. according to the 

'j'ommitiee, the, FBI sent an 
pgent to try to convince Car- 
idinal, Cody to help "neufraltee 
ji le effect" of Dr. King in C li- 

k ago. 

I I The committee reported tint 
Cardinal Cody apparently was 
briefed "about alleged Com- 
munist Influence on Dr. King 
and about Dr. King's private 
life." 

According to the committee, 
nn FBI Internal memo states 
iliiit lite ftK**nt who briefed the 
Chicago anlibi.slwp c:ime 
iiwiiy will* (oflinn lliill I'lir- 
dinal Cody would "da every- 
thing possible to neutralize 
King'p effect." 

Cardinal Cody is con- 
valescing in Chicago's Colum- 
bus Hospital after April 25 
gallbladder surgery and 
couldn't be ;reached directly , ^jon's 
for comment, but a spokesman 
fon the archdiocese quoted the 

cardinal as saying the coin- ^ orll of 13 such volumes of 
mijte^ gpojij 1^ ta| on tbe committee's sc' 



The volumes are destined rto 
becinie the reference \voi-:s 
for Ithe coming debate in 1 le 
Set^te Over establishing an Vi- 
dependent intelligence over- 
sight committee — a proposal 
that already has met with 
Etubbom ' opposition among 
some veteran lawmakers. 

"I find it hard to understand 
how anyone can read the de- 
tailed accounts of the vendetta 
(agaipst Dr. King) and not ar 

prerfete the need for an indd 
pencitnt coiigressionai over 

sighil committee," said Sei 

Church. 

DURING A nine-hour confer- 



\ reported, the FBI considered y guce Dec, 23, 1963, in FBI 



headquarters here, 21 propos- 
als were suggested for dis- 
crediting Dr. King, the report 

said. 



These included "using" mm- 
isters, "disgruntled" acquaint- 
ances, "aggressive" newsmen, 
"colored" FBI agents. Dr. 

, . King's housekeeper and even 

event the bureau (1-Bi) is in- ^ l y^.,^ 

clined to entertain coun- j^jj^ j 

terintelligence action against - {jere even was discussion fcf 

(her) and^)r the conlmiiqfis ..p acing a good-looking femile 



pibjection of Uie public im- 
aj e" of the slain Negro leader, 
tt:e Atlanta office said. I 

il. Edgar Hoover rejected 
the idea, saying "the bureau 
does not desire counterintel- 
ligence action against Coretta 
King of the nature you suggest 
nt litis time." 



plant" in Dr. King's office, ac- 
cording to an FBI work paper. 

Attempts also were made to 
have universities withhold hon- 
orary degrees, prevent publi- 
cation of articles favorable to 
Dr. King and to find news 
I sources "friendly" to the FBI 
^ (0 publish dnmnging articles. 



QlltVl A l lON aiiriliui- the coinmiltcc case Study said. 

Ihp "<'XtvMiw pfrsonal vin- 
dictiveness" thai marked Iloiv 
ver's altitude toward Dr. King 
was recorded as early as I tfi2 



Till 

\ Oil to the U>to 1 lU » hicf is 
virliudly Jtw> only pusilive 
st.ttomcnt in his behalf in the 
103-pagc supplemenfarj' study 



issued by .tite committee .^yji}, ^ statement by the I BI 
Wednesday to accompany its I p^jef ^^^^ -King Is no goo i," 
monumental two volumes re- sf„(jy found. • 
leased last week on the na- y.- . . ■ 

domestic and foreign to- /{J(' / (Xj—J ' 



rs 



I /v'^!!°^"'^^ operations, 
\^ jThe supplement is the 
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fISl Labeled King 
'Communist' iii '62 



By Georuc Lavdner .Ir, 



T!ic KBl stxictty ealc^tioi- 
ized Ihc tale Mart in LutUe iL- 
Kiing_j£, as a "Communist" 
monlhs bc(orc il ever 
started investigating liiin. 
tlic staff of thv Senaic intel- 
li;;encc committee reported 
yesterday. 

Chronidinj; what it do- 
M-ribcd as the FBI's "vicious 
vendetta" aiiainsl King, the 
lOZpaae study disclosed 
that the tampai^jn to dis- 
i-redit him not onty contin- 
ued after his death in 1968 
but also included a proposed 
sehemc to harass his widow. 

Tlie concerted undereovcr 
campait-'n aizaiivst the slain 
civil rifihts leader was first 
laid out at a Senate inlelli- 
til 'ncc committee hearinii 
I; st November, 'but yestcr- 
di y's report added .stark de- 
tails. ~ ■■>. 



The Senate iiivosiiyalors, 
liowever. shied away from 
any firin conclusions on the 
tnucby issue of whether the 
late Attorney General Rob- 
ert F. Kennedy was aware 
of the FBI's repealed bug- 
fjiii^ of Kin'4's hotel rooms 
fur ini'oniiatioii about his^ 
"private iiftivitics." 

The Start report said there 
is no evidence that Kennedy 
was ever . •'expressly in- 
f<M'nicd" of the rnieruphoncs 
hidden in Kinft's hotel and 
motel rooms over a two-year 
period, liowever, a Dec. 15, 
IUGC. memo from the files of 
the FBI's .DomcstiL- Intelli- 
gence Divi-sion pointed out 
that Kennedy had been fur- 
nished in lf»64 with a top se- 
0*61. eiuht-page'.suinmaj'y of 

See KING, A24, Col.tl 
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i TTii L<aueiea King 
Coiiimunist in ^62 

KING, From Al 

Ihc fruits of electronic 
eavcsdroppint; on King's or- 
tivilics at the Willard Hotel 
in Washington, the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village In Hono- 
lulu and the Hyatt House 
Hotel in Los Angeles. 

The wording of the top se- 
crrl report to Kennedy, the 
1960 FBI memo stated, was 
"couched in such a manner 
that it is obvious that a mi 
crophonc was the source." 

According to the study, 
the effort to destroy King 
was "marked hy exlremc 
personal vinriictiveness." es- 
pecially on the part of the 
lale FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover: As early as Febru- 
ary, 1962. tlio report showed. 
Hoover, for reasons that arc 
not entirely clear, jotlert 
down on an FBI memo tha 
crossed his desk the conelu 
sion that "King is no good." 

Some three months later, 
in May, 1962. the FBI in- 
cluded King on a secret list 
—known as •■Section A of - 
the Reserve Index"— of indi- 
viduals who were to be 
rounded up and detained in 
the event of a national 
emcrtioney. 

The bureau did not bcSin 

an iiivcsliyation of alleged 

Communist influences on 

King or liis Southern Cliris- 

tian l.cadership Conference 

unlil October. I9C2. 

The so tailed FBI "action 

iiicmoraiuium" putlini; King 

on the list of potential detai- 
nees stated thai his name 

should he '-iilaced in Section 

.\ of the tJescrve Index and 

tabbed t'omimniist." Accord- 
ing U> Senate investigators, 

the index ilscU had been 

known as Ihc "Communist 

Index" until 19G0 when it 

was renamed and expanded 

to include "influential" per-, 

sons deemed likely to "aid 

subversive elements" in an 

emergency because of their 

"subversive associations and 

ideology." " ' 



(rihcrs on the list, an ear- 
lirr bcjj ale committee re- 
port showed, incluQca au^' 
thor Norman Mailer as well 
as "a professor who merely 
praised the Soviet Union to 
hi.s class." 

The subsequent FBI inves- 
ligations "f Kin!^ '■'^'^ 
Leadership Conference soon 
rscnlatcO into a smear cam- 
paign that lasted for years, 
the staff study showed. _ 

111 April, 19G9. a year'afler 
King's assassination in 
ivicmphis, the FBI's Atlanta 
bureau drafted a plan that it 
forwarded to Washington 
"in the event the bureau is 
inclined to entertain 
counter intelligence action 
against Coretta Scotl King 
and/or the continuous pro- 
jection of the public image 
of Warlin Luther King . . ." 

rioovcr turned the pro- 
posal down in a reply memo 
slating simply that "the bu- 
i-cau docs not desire coun- 
Icrintclligencc action 
against Coretta King of the 
nature you suggest at this 
time." 

The FBI director, how- 
ever, apparently was more 
receptive to an effort to 
stop'congress from declar- 
ing King's birthday a na- 
tional holiday. 

Alerted that members of 
the House Internal Security 
Committee might be con- 
tacting the bureau for a 
briefing on King in light of 
the proposed holiday, the 
FBI's Crime Records Divi- 
sion recommended such a 
session because, a March 18, 
19G9, memo stated, the mem- 
bers of Congress wefc in a 
position to keep tlic bill bot- 
tled up if "they realize King 
was a scoundrel." 

Tiiprftiiking Hnovcr .lidc 
Ciirlha Dd.oach. tlic Senate 
icpcirl said, advised that 
siu'li a l)ri(>rin,L; "is a (tolii-alo 
matter but can be handled 
very cautiously." Hoover, in 
turn, wrole. "I agree. It 
must be handled very cau- 
tiously." 

The report does not indi- 
cate whether the briefings 
■»vcre held. , Congress has yet 
to vote on a Martin Lutiier 
JZing birtkilaj iiiR. 
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The -report on tlic KBI's 
rampaipiv-Tr^rrrrnn King is 
one of 13 staff studies to be 
ictraecd this week and nexl 
nsin windup of the Senate 
loniiniltcc's irvmonth invrs- 
lijatioii of (ho domrfiic 
work of nation's inlclli- 
Kcncc comraunily. 

Chairnian Frank Chureh 
fD Jdalio) lok.' reporters at a 
I'i icTiiig this week that the 
detailed studies were bein;; 
ptiblislied to inform the pub- 
lic or "the extent of the 
crimes that took place" un- 
der the cloak of national se- 
curity and to encourage 
Congress to enact reforms. 

ricncwiiig his call for an 
Independent special prosecu- 
tor to assess all the evidence 
compiled by the committee 
in various cases. Church 
also eniiJhasized his cha^irin 
nt (lie Justice Department's 
inaction over the past year. 

Church acknowlpdBod 
tliat \iiosci ui'on of many in- 
cidents niiyht be Aiarred be- 
cause of the fivayeai- slal- 
ulc of limitationf. but he 
made piain his |issatisfac- 



tioji with Attorney General 
Edward L?evi-s — Standard 
comment that the Justice 
Department is still 
"investigating." 

"Months ago, we began 
turning over material to the 
Justice Department." 
Church protested. "I am 
only aware that up to now 
no indictments have been is- 
sued . . ■ and no criminal 
proceedings initiated by any 
apcncy against anybody." 

The F'BI's investigation of 
King and the SCLC began 
in October, 1962, as a so- 
called "Cominfil" inquiry. 
An acronym for Commu- 
nist infiltration, the label 
was used to describe investi- 
gations of legitimate non- 
Coramunist organizations 
that the FBI believed to be 
influenced by Communist 
Party members. The investi- 
gations were to determine 
the extent of alleged Com- 
munist influence. 

Senate investigators said 
the inquiry stemmed from 
allegations that first ap- I 
pearcd in an FBI report to 1 
Attorney General Kennedy | 
on Jan, 3, 1902, calling one 
of King's advisers "a mem- 
ber of the Communist 
Party." Within a few 
,■ months, the Senate study 
added, FBI reports were de- 
scribing another of King's 
associates as a "member ot 
the National Committee of 
the Conniinist I'arty." 

Although the names of 
both men have been public '" 
knowledge for years, the 
study referred to the two 
incn — Stanley Levison and- 
Jack O'DcU—only as 
"Advisor A" and "Adviser 
B" respectively. O'Dell's 
name was even deleted from 
footnotes anti iiassagos in 
the report, which cites past 
congressional public losti- 
inony an djaa- i T.njI ipcr head- 
lines. 
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The Senate investigators 
sattJ-thcy were "unobleta 
, feath-s-crticlusion concern- 
I li^ly accuracy of the 
f FBU Charges" about the 
4 two advisers. The report 
. noted FBI files "do confain 
mrorniation that Adviser A 
and Adviser B had been 
members of the Communist 
J^arly at some point" before 
October, 19C2, but not after- 
Ward. 

The report added that the 
FBI refused to provide the 
committee with tiie basis for 
t'lS on the grounds 

mat to do so "would com- 
promise informants of con- 
tinuing use to the bureau." ' 
At the same time, there 
was no indication in the re- 
port that the Senate com- ' 
mittee staff secured the tes- 
umony of either Levison or 
Dell in an effort to clarify 
he issue. Levison a semi-re- 
Urcd New York businessman 
and CIVIC leader publicly 
stated in an interview with 
lUe Washington Post last 
I^ecember that he was the 
victim of "euilt by associa- 
lion -compounded by aUe- 
gallons (jf an ex-business as- 
sociate who falsely named 
other persons as "secret 
Communists" in order to 
clear himself, 

. recently a top offi-S. . 

ciai of the Rev. Jesse L ^ 
Jackson's 9peraUon PUSK. 

nP^H "'"'y- ^^^3. because 
of the furore. 

King accepted the rcsig- 
naUon reluctantly and stal- 

letter to O'Deli that "we con- 
ducted what we felt to be a 
thorough inquiry into these 
charges and were unable to 
discover any present connec- 
4iOiM With th<? QiiaiSunist 
"**S=-an your part" ~^~~~» 



The Senate staff report 
emphasized that "in ■ anv 
cf en trtRe FBI has ttatia- 
that at no time did it have 
any evidence that Dr. King 
himself was a Communist or 
connected with the Commu- 
nist Party." 

Yet instead of pursuing 
the alleged Communists 
themselves, the report 
noted, ''the bureau adopted 
the curious tactic of trying 
to discredit the supposed 
target of Communist Party 
inicrest— Dr. King himself." 

The investigation turned 
rapidly into a smear cam- 
paign after iha 1953 March ■ 
on Washington which estab- 
lished King at the head of 
tlie civil rights movement. 
At a December, 1963, anti- 
King strategy meeting at 
■» "cdunuaiiers here, 
high-ranking officials dis- 
cussed a long list of propos- 
als, including "placing a 
good looking female plant in 
Dr. King's office.". 

Asked if this . were a 
common" practice, former 
FBI Assistant Director Wil- 
liam Sullivan, told the com- 
mittee in hitherto secret 
■testimony that it was. "No 
holds were barred," he said. 
"This is a rough, tough 
business" 

,^ S9me two weeks after the- 
December strategy session, 
the first of at least 16 bugs 
was planted in King's room 
at Uie Willard Hotel here, 
yielding 19 reels of tape. 

More than 20 reels more 
were obtained from Kind's 
visits the next ^rmriiji^tq, 
liwiiuiiilu'Und Los Angeles. 
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(FED 
(ADV FOR 6 P^^ EDT) 

(B'-' DAM I EL F. GILnOP.E) 

WASlflNGTOrs' (UPl) -- THE FBI TRIED TO St'EAR DR. n^RTIK L UTIIER Kl TiG 
JR. EVEN AFTER HIS DEATH -- TREATING HII>' MUCH LIKE rr-SUi;i.ii A^^KNi ^ 
AND HAD A PLAf^ TQ 3{ARASS HIS WIDOW AS WELL, THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE 
COt'!?''ITTEE REPORTED IJEDN'ESDAY. 

"THE FBI'S ATTE^:PTS TO DISCREDIT DR. KING DID NOT END WITH HIS 
DEATH" BY ASSASSIKATION \\\ 195S, TliE COJ'IIITTEE SAID IK ONE OF A 
SERIES OF FIKAL REPORTS ON WKATIT CALLS THE FBI'S "SECRET WAR" 
AGAINST At'TERICAN CITIZEWB, ' ' ' 

THE COW^TTEE ALSO SAID, HOWEVER, IT FOUiiD KO EVIDENCE THE BUREAU 
WAS INVOLVED ir; KING'S -KUSDER.' A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TASK 'FORCE IS 
INVESTIGATir.'G THAT SUBJECT SEPARATELY. 

BUT THE REPORT SAID THE FBI UNDER J. EDGAR HOOVER PURSUED A 
"VICIOUS VENDETTA" AGAINST KING FROM 1963 UNTIL SOME TIME AFTER HIS 
DEATH, TRYING TO DISCREDIT HIS MEMORY AND TO STOP CCi:G!5ESS FROr 
MAKiriG HIS BIRTHDAY A NATI ONAL HOLIDAY. 
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IT SAID UILLIAK SULLIVAK', HOOVER'S FOHt^ZR FBI DEPUTY, DESCHIHED 

ti;e ovEr.ALL cA!:PAin:; p.G.Mrrf :'ir.G a::d thoijgA!;ds of otmer suspzcted 

RA-OICALC AS "A ROUGH, TOUGH, DIRT^r^ BUSIIIESS kill) DANGE:^OUS ..." 

"MO HOLDS yiRE BAnP-ED." SULLIVAN TESTIFIED' AT COKMITTEE HEARINGS. 
"WE HAV>: USED (SliaLAR) tECHNIQUES AGAINST SOVIET AGENTS ... UE DID 
NOT DIFFER^r:TIATF, TlflG IS A ROUGH, TOUGH BUSINESS." 

REPEATING CCi:CLUSIOi:S T!'E COrMITTEE HAS PUBLISFiED BEFORE, THE 
REPORT SAID HOOVER CONSIDERED KING "NO GOOD" AND A DANGEROUS FORCE 
FOR DISSENT IN ANEKIOA. 

IT SAID HE DIPECTED HIS AGENTS TO PROVE XING .UAS 
COI'NUNIST-IN^LUENCED E^' TAPPING HIS TFLEPHOi'ES, BUGGING KIS HOTEL 
ROCNS AND HARASSING HI^'. ONE PLOY WAS THE ANONYNOUS LETTER, ALREADY 
PUBLICIZED. UHICH SUGGESTED KING CONNIT SUICIDE OR FACE DISCLOSURE OF 
AN wf'^^ -"''R IT/" '\F'^AI'^. 

^^^J^^'^'^^^^tsh^'^'s^ REP'ORT ALSO INCLUDED NEW DISCLOS^Prs ABOUT -^H^^ 
Sr-:EAR CAF-PAIGN THAT FOLLOVJED KING'S DEATH. «t^UU. 

WHEN CONGRESS WAS CONSIDER IN^G DECLARING }[1S BIRTHDAY' A NATIONAL 
IfOLIDAV, IT SAID, T!fE FBI'S CRINF RECORDS DIVISIOi; "RECONENDED 
nRIEFlNG CONGRrs^f-'ri-in y.,Q ^;xghT KEEP THE BILL BOTTLED UP IN COf'iMITTEE 
IF "THE^' REALIZE KING VJAS A SCOUNDREL." 

C0I:GRESS has ^TT to vote on a king BIRTHDAY' BILL. 

TlIE REPORT ALSO SAID' THE FBI, ATLANTA FIELD OFFICE PROPOSED A 
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE OPERATION" .'^GAir^'ST KING'S NEMORv AND HIS WIDOW 
IN APRIL, 19 '5. ^ ^"^ ■ 

IT SAID IT DID NOT KNOW DETAILS OF THE PLAN' OR WHETHER IT WAS EVER 
CAR}>IED OUT, BUT QUOTED AN FBI NE^O AS SAYING THE PROGRAM KIGHT BE 

USED "ir; z:ii event the bureau is included to entertain • - • •* 

COUNTERIMTELLIGEN'CE ACTION AGAINST CORETTA SCOTT KING AND-OR T]!E 
CONTINUOUS PROJECTION OF THE PUBLIC INAGE OF ^KARTIK LUTHER KING." 
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TT IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward 
Jl H. Levi has recognized, that the questions aboilt 
the relationships between the FBI and the late pk 
Martin Luthef King can be answered only by a fi(Il 
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough 
Is already known from the files in Washington to 
raise substantial doubts about the legality of some of 
the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. 
Thef real question, howover, is whether the Depart- 
ment of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself 
oti^ under Mr. Levi's direction to be able to win pub 
lie confidence in the integrity of an internal invest! 
gallon. 

Wc are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting 
to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct 
from naming a commission of prominent citizens to 
conduct it He has taken this opportunity to demon- 
strate his belief that the department has recovered 
from its unsavory recent past He may well be right. 
BtJi whether he is right in thinking the public can brf* 
persuaded to share that belief may depend not only 
the quality of the investigation he has ordered^ 

but also on the results it produces. In a perverse w ly, 
it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation 
uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its 
own integrity. 

Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by 
asking outsiders to survey the files and run the inves- 
tigation. And he — or his successor— may still have to 
do thai if the internaUy generated report.even seems 
to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonabfe 
test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, aJe 
hard to restore. Moreover. Mr. Levi did not have 
easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the 
country's experience with commissions named to in- 
vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto- 
ry. A good many people have never accepted the 
findings of the commission that investigated the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as- 
jurance that any new inquiry conducted from willian 
e Justice Department or from outside of it will dc 
ble to satisfy all those who are troubled about ino 
ay the FBI treated Dr. King. 
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The FBI and Martin Luther King 



IT IS QUITE CLEAR, as .Mlorney GeiuTuI Edward 
H. Levi has t«cognizc(l, that the ((uc'slioiis about 
the relationstWpX lietwcen the FBI and the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full 
investigation of FBI files across the country, Enouj!h 
is already known from the files in Washington to 
,'i<aisc substantial doubts about the legality of some of 
' the operations the agency mounted against Dr. Kinp. 
The real question, however, is whether the Depart- 
ment of Justice has sufficiently straiphteneu itself 
out under Mr. Levi's direction to be able lo win pub- . 
lie confidence in the integrity of an internal investi- 
gation. 

We are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting 
to do in keeping the investigation internal as di.stinct 
from naming a commission of prominent citizens to 
conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon- 
strate his belief that the department has recovered 
from its unsavory retfcnl past. He may well be right. 
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be 
persuaded to share that belief may depend not only 
on the quality of the investigation he Jias. ordered, 



hut also on the results it produces. In a per\ erse way. 
it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation 
uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its 
own integrity. 

Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by 
asking outsiders lo survey the files and run the inves- 
tigation. And he — or his successor— may still have to 
do that if the internally generated report even seems 
to have an unpcrsuasive ring to it by any reasonable 
test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are 
hard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an 
easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the 
country's experience with commissions named lo in- 
vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto- 
ry. A good many people have never accepted the 
findings of the commission that investigated the as- 
sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as 
surance that any new inquiry conducted from within 
the Justice Department or from outside of it will bo 
able to satisfy al! those who are troubled about the, 
way the FBI treated Dr. King. 
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V?ASHINGTON. Apnl J^-j^L^VTo d^credU him and harm , j^^pHis. Tenn.. April .29. 

MtoW General '■^XLy^'<^ (pJ^LXlawyer for Jamc. Lar 

,evi has ordered n» '"'"">c led " General said he R^y. convicted stayer of Dr. 
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^^'^ Tr hSh he Kiiig assas- closures by ihe Sen^. 
his .death 



paiv ^t'---' - ,, ifj-j, assas- riosurcs fv ■5':''°;'- ""T' ,„^Aiptelv disassociated I wiin 

sinauon 'l%nd discredithp^.i buggeJ Dr. King s JotelUi^»i!P'' - I 

paigjj to hara s ana before , ,ooms, sent Upe recordings of / I 
hin\ in 'lie 5'" ! his seiual activities to his w>fe. 

his .death. . „ ^,..„ ..„„vpvedi)<-^,.ot(:> mailed him an anony- 





10 »ir. i-i-vi J] riBhlsias a .sucgesUon that ne ci/.m""> 

t„,per, head □ 'h%'^^^;V,^«„eef,^icide a^^ sought jf^f^^ 
division. ^^^JX, sufisest eith- as head of the civ.t rights 
•^aOcen found to sufi.e ____^^^ ^.^^ ^ "lacif leader 

er that Uie V v. ,tf.d to the ci- of th* bureau's own c'^oo^'Jll 
prpgram c^^'X^^'^^a H O that °^T^?:potlinEer-s report to Mr. 

.the bureaus in^J^bv*, thar-;dation for an expanded inquiry 
his murder was less Tep^rt^)y also siigge^ted that 

■oiiEh. ;^ ,i a news the Attorney General appoint 

*^|lr, Potli^ger'^'tv he bev^'^'independent comm.i^uiian of 

conference later that i^e j,^^ an^"^ P American citizens to; 

:^ved it was P"s^ find-; Review the full F.B.I, record/ 
:Vvidpnce, to centred ct ims ,rcMew t^ the commis- 

ing mifihl "Vo^ta n more'^ o^Snder the late Chief J^- 
^fil«,' believed to f °n«' y in uce Edri Warren, that mvesti- 
.^OOj OO ""g"-""^Zl -.^i"!;-f^rt 1"' Assassination of 

/ ~. .heli President Kennedy. ^ ^ t 

■fieW offices aroui* we l pxpianation of why Mr. i 
- — y- . Levi chose to keep J]ie King 

'"^.iLTS'^t^on a depart- ^^rlau-s InvestigaUon of r>r. 
nation in\csuB<'i King's death. 

"^ISr '''pit" nge"' conclusions ^f,. Abernathy «id he wou d 
b/^ed only on an e.vami-i ^ ^e satisfied" until Pres 
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/ By John M. Goshko 

' Washington Post Slad Writers 
Attoiney General Edward H. Lcti 
yesterday rejected a reconimcndatian 
from his civil rifilUs chief that a com- 
niiltee from outside the government 
study the 1968 assaaif^tion of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luthet«ing Jr. 

Ins'ead, Levi directed the Justice 
DOpartment's new Office of Profes- 
sional Responsibility to take over and 
complete the review of the King case 
that haf been started by J. Stanley 
Pdttinger, assistant attorney general in 
charte of the Civil Rights Division. 

Levi's action was seen as an effort lo 
dcijonstrate that the department it- 
»:-ir, still smarting from allegations of 
fiding the Watergate, cover-up, can fti- 



Privately. though, Justice sources 
said tliat Levi had acted from a convic- 
tion that the Justice Department, and 
Jits subsidiary agencies like the FBI, 
must demonstrate that they are capa- 
"e of policing themselves effectively. 
The sources said Levi was particu- 
riy concerned that initiating an inde- h 
endent probe of the King case might 



estigate one of its units thorough!/ 
nd impartially. 

Following a five-month preliminari' 
investigation, Pottingcr on April 9 r - 
ported to Levi that he had found no 
evidence of FBI involvement in the 
killing of the black civil rights leader. 

However, Pottinger recommended 
that the review be completed by an in- 
dependent panel recruited from out- 
side the government. He reportedly ar- 
gued that an independent inquiry was 
necessary to resolve the questions of 
credibility still surrounding the April 
I, 1968, shooting of King in Memphis. 

Suspicious have been raised abou^ 
he initial FBI probe of the murder be-\ 
jause of recent revelations that the bus! 
reau wiretapped and harassed King I 



I There also have been questions abou 
whelher the motives and actlvilios o 
the convicted assassin, James Larl 
Ray, hn\p been fully explained. 

But in liis announcement yesloiday, 
Levi did not mention Potlingei's rcc- 
oVnmendation for an independent in- 
qniry. Justice Department officials, in- 
cluding Pottinger, refused to discusl 
w{iy the recommendation had been 
turned down. I 



undermine the authority of the Office' 
fof Professional Responsibility. It was 
/created by him lo function within the 
/Justice Department as an inspector^ 
•general's office, pursuing allegations 
of wrongdoing by department officials. 

Levi's decision was consistent with 
the position he toolt recently when the 
■Justice Department rejectsd as inade- 
quate an internal FBI investigation of 
alleged financial irregularities within 
the bureau. Although some Justice of- 
ficials argued for an outside inquiry, 
Levi instead bucked the mailer back 
to the FBI with orders that it carry out 
a new probe that would be above sus- 
pfciori. I 
jHowejjer, his decision to keep the 
Ming probe under Justice Department 
djntrol raised the possibility of criti- , 

!ism from civil rights leaders. And in 
.tlanta, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
lio succeeded King as head of (he 
outhern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, issued a statement yesterday dc-) 
manding "a special committee of dis- 
tinguished American citizens who owe 
no allcgi^ance to anyone except to their 
country and to justice and to truth." 
Levi's announcement said Pottinger 
. had reached the "tentative conclu- 
sions" that the FBI had engaged in a 
campaign to discredit KinR. However, 
he found no evidence indicating FBI 
complicity in King's murder or lack Of 
thoroughness and honesty in the subsc-, 

Iiuent FBI investigation. 1 
The Attorney General's instructions I 
0 the Office of Professional Responsi-J 
)ility ordered it to pursue these ques-' 
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ctions and also determine "whether the 
mature oi the relationship between VKt 
bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal 
prosecutions, disciplinary proceedings 
or other appropriate action." 

Pottinger told reporters that his in- 
vestigation had involved a review of 
approximately 3,500 documents held by 
Justice and the FBI. However, he 
added that an estimated 200,000 docu- 
ments relating to the King case are 
scattered in various FBI offices and 
must still be examined. 

In addition, Pottinger said, the con- 
tinuing review is likely to involve the 
scrutiny of outside documents ai^ 
xstatements and even the hearing d. 
/testimony from witnesses. He est! 
mated that.the review will Uke sever y 
mon'hs. 
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:on J. ED GAP. HOOVER, 
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TiIe^FBI'^ EIG^IT-YEAn CA'TAIG:-: OF liAHASGlNG 211. 
.ASSISTAF.T ATTOn::E" GEI'EnAL J. STAi;LF. 

Fonr'E.n office of fdi ninEcron j. edgap. hoover, who co::siiep.ed king to \ 
EE THE •'::osT DA.nGE.nous a:;d effective leader ir: oun couriTP.Y". 

POTTIKGEP !:eld A r:Ev;" 'COMFEPEi'CE o:: KING'S assassi::a'1'I0i: Ain the 
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K 'reporter i' tep.rupted i-:is discussion hoover ahd king to poir-jT 
OUT t:'E :ite was near 

2, 1972. 
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AM-KING-HOOVER 4-29 
WASHINGTON CUPI) — "IF THE WALLS COULD 'TALK I TKINK THEY WOULD 
CREAM OR CRY," THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL SAID AS HE B*S,CUSSED 
HE FBI'S EI CRT- YEAR CAMPAIGN OF HARASSING DR. MARTIN LUTKERIkING JR. 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL J. STANLEY POTTINGERHAS^TAKEr OVER^ THE 
FORMER OFFICE OF FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER^ WHO CONSIDERED KING TO 
BE THE "MOST DANGEROUS AND EFFECTIVE LEADER IN OUR COUNTRY." 

POTTINGER HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE ON KING'S ASSASSINATIN AND THE 
FBI HARASSMENT IN A BIG ROOM ACROSS A HALL^ IN A JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
WING THE FBI VACATED WHEN IT MOVED INTO ITS OWN NEW BUILDING LAST 
YEAR 

a'rEPORTER INTERRUPTED HIS DISCUSSION OF HOOVER AND KING TO POINT 
OUT THE SITE WAS NEAR THE OFFICE HOOVER OCCUPIED UNTIL HIS DEATH ON 
MAY 2i 1972. 

'SlX-THEJi^A LLS COULD T AL K I THINK THEY WOUL D SCREAM CRY*» 

mTINGER_SAl5uL^ : ~~ 

DBPtlCATE TOB^mRE POINTS 
N ' UPI 04-29 09 J30 PED 
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Levi: Continue ^view of Id ng Case 



By Jerry Oppenheimer 

Washington SUrSUlf Writer « 

Atty. Gen. Edward'H. Levi has 
formed a task force within the Jus- 
tice Department \o continue a review 
of FBI fiJes t6 determine whether the 
bureau properly* investigated the 
■"assassination of Di- Martin_l,utbj;r^ 
King, Jr.. or had any invoivement in 
Ills death. 

Levi called for the expanded in- 
quiry after receiving finds of a five- 
month civil rights division review of 

' some 3.500 FBI files on King that 
"tentatively" exonerated the tureau 
of any links to the black civil rights 
leader's slaying in April 1968. t 

' The review also tentatively found i 
the FBI's probe of the assassination I 
to be "honest and thorough." But. it , 
showed evidence that the FBI under- ! 
took a "systematic program" of har- > 
assment against King in order to dis- 
credit him and the movement he led. , 

IN DISCUSSING UodaWs' 
annduncement of Levi's decisitn, " 
Asstt Atty. Gen. J. Stanley Pottinfer 
saidl"it is possible" that the t^sk 
force review could reach different 
findings than the inquiry be headed 
"or I wouldn't have recommended 
that they go forward. This further 
investigation may indeed turn up 
something." 

Informed sources have said that, 
Pottinger recommended to Levi that ■ 
a blue ribbon panel of private and 
public citizens conduct the investiga- . 
tion, but Pottinger declined to dis- 
• cuss the internal memorandum sent 
by him to the attorney general. He 
said he supported Levi's recommen- 
dations and declared that "the Jus- 
tice Department is honest enough to ■ 
investigate properly and. thorough- " 

The expanded review, which will 
: include the questioning of witnesses, ^ 
will be carried out by the Justice pe-_^ 
partment's Office of ProfessTohal" 
Eesponsiiility. which handle internal - 



investigation. Pottinger indicate d 
Th^t about six lawyers will'BeaSSIgn; 
ed to the King task force. 

Levi directed that the investigation 
be completed as soon as possible and 
that the results be furnished to him 
and FBI Director Clarence M. Kel- 
ley. Pottinger estimated that it would 
take "months" for the task force to 
review some 200.000 files on King 
that are stored at FBI headquarters 
and at FBI field offices around the 
country. 

POTTINGER, in response to a 
question, indicated that there were 
nine FBI officials who designed, ap- 
Pipved and directed the harassment 

mpaigrd'of King but he said 
tJ^fey wer » either "all dead or 
ed" ani 1 declined to identify the< 

•'There may be others i 
the chain we may not have 
.identified." he added, "and 
' the task force will try to 
track them." He said there 
may be lower level FBI 
; officials still in the bureau 
' who were involved in the 
■ King harassment cam- 
paign. 

while the five-year stat- 
' ute of limitations rules out 
prosecutions on any wrong- 
i- doing found by the task 
force, the statute has no ef- 
fect on any conspiracy to 
' cover up the harassment 
campaign. 
A , v. ; Pottinger said that the 
records reviewed showed 
' that FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover did not see the ac- 
tivities of the FBI against 
I King as an "harassment 
!' campaign. He wanted it to 
be effective. '-' But Pottinger 
^ declined to discuss details -i 
' of the harassment activities 
t ha i vjOTa mncovered in the 
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\ For the d efense . 
I Clarence Kellejr 



I .'When I really get down in the 
flumps, I revive myself quickly by 
Jeasoning that "Things could be 
worse. I could be Clarence Kelley, di- 
rector of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation." 



of Americans hold for the organization 
that once was sacrosanct. 

The irony is that he was police chief 
in Kansas City when the bureau's 
image went into a dramatic decline. 
But today, he walks a tightropd be- 



I 



Kelley's job as successor to the late \ tween what the FBI is today and iihat 

itlvas under the iron-fisted, tyramcal 
direction of Hoover. 

It is Kelley's job of apologizing for 
what the FBI did to Dr, Martin Luther 
King Jr. and other Americans haunted 
and harassed by agents under orders 
from Hoover. 

• • • 

"We're trying to get people to think 
of the job we're doing today," Kelley 
said in the studios of WHYY-TV where 
he had just completed a half-hour 
show called "Black Perspective on the 
News." 

Without mentioning his name, Kel- 




Claude 
Lewis 



J. Edgar Hoover has to be one of the 
toughest in the nation. Every week, it . . , 

seems, a fistful of new relevatioiis ^ ley said he disagreed with the former 
I come out about past FBI intrusions f FBI cfiW's assessment of Dr. Ma: 
^and abuses of the basic laws of this '^^jisf^^&iiSJti. 



natida. 




'"^"1 was not with the bureau but if 
Dr. King had come to Kansas City 
when 1 was police chief, I would have 
welcomciliimJL--- — » 

Xs'ked if he would have bugged Dr. 
King's hotel rooms or tapped his tele- 
phone, Kelley offered an emphatic 
and almost indignant, "nol " 
♦—■»"' 

Of necessity, Kelley has turned him- 
self into a kind of top-level public rela- 
tions man. He has ciious;h insight and 
intelligence to know that for the next 
five or ten years, the success or fail- 
I urc of the FBI will largely depend on 
how the bureau is regarded by tte 
' public. 

He claims that some 80 percent of 
the U.S. population supports the FjBI,' 



8^4 MAfl?' 



>V'hile Kelley didn't supervise the 
abuses, his job, in large measure, is 
ojie of restoring national confidence ii 



perpetual pain, in trying to regain 



m of defending the bureau against 
nger^nd suspicion that millions 
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determination to rebuild confidencutV]'. 
,tho bureau.;'^ v V •►2" ■ -J--, 

Roger Wilkins suggested that o'ti's'T 
^way the FBI might build a better- aJ^' 
. Itance with .the black commuaii^i 
" would be for Kelley to publicly apqVj^'," 
' -ogize to the King {amily for the mifimi.-- 



•f- 



"It will take time," he said wearily, 
tie insists there is no evidence that 
I yould implicate the FBI in the death 



Rr2S\ 71 /Z^T AT"^ - • treatment' of the slain dvil' rij 
C/ V X.vZ^ VV V ■■ leader by several agents ,of the 

..Kelley stopped for a • raomifltJjT'- 
' thought about it and replied: "1 tljiBfcr»s 
that family probably doesn't wfm^ i 
• anymore publicity,, but you ^ kup^^ ; 
that's not a bad Idea." ■ \-, ' ■ 
If Wilkiiis', idea had ever reaenea^^"- . 
, Hoover's ears, he would either h^^i'^' 
_ laughed aloud or added the suggeitiiSf I 
• . • " ■ V:" 1 f tin to Wilkins' dossicTf At least J^i^,^ , 
•7 • ^ ''^'-^ ' ' ■ ' l^e^ '.^""Vfiki 
While Donald Moore Jr.; assistant ' " 



press and the public. Hoover, for 
years, told us nothing except on rare- 
occasions when he found it pojitically. 
expedient to blast some individual, qr , 
organization. " - ' ■ 



' ii Dr. King. 
I If J. 



Edgar Hoover was a tyrant, 
Kelley is a gentleman possessing a 
■.firmness that does not . necessarily 
' threaten. He is forthright, reasonable, 
f and not above saying "I don't have all 



I director of the FBI, never, conceded ■ 
the bureau was on the reops, he did .' 
say the organization Is "making , a 
comeback, and thanks largely to- the 
.. director.** . - i "v- ■ v ' 
On several occasions as we pre- ' 
pared for thB taping, Kelley kidded 



If there's one -thing' a man oji^ftJTvr 
tightrope: needs, it's balance. Keti^*^ ' 
appears 



pe needs, it's balance, KetWy' 
"s tq understand t^i*. V I]r!?S^JJ« 



Claude Lewis' opinion column alsd 



3 .1 

dppewrs on Sundasi and Wed/ieid^^^'j 



: {^^.^l^/^f*?!^?!^.^!!!^ "!!:1^L^^ Les Payne, The Newv 



situation warrants such an answer. 



When I asked him what his response 
; would be if he or the bureau were 
'r forced into high-level politics, he said 
Tthat such a situation has not come up 
( since he became director three years 
t ago, but if that Situation arose, he 
J would resign rather than be a part of 



York Times' Roger Wilkins, Black 
Perspective's Reginal Bryant and my- - 
self. The man has a sense of humor :^ 
and a warmth that is some)vbat.;easj^;3 

wring. , i"'"* * ■• * ■■ "■• 



I can't think of many Americanaj^rj 
who would not be an improvement on -. 
Hoover. But Keiley's accessibility aJid!^: 
resolve to control and 'clean up illicit ' 
political activity. r- - ; ' 1 practices by the- FBI ' are com- "J 

lat is most surprising about Xel< / mendable. At tinies be reaches a littlei > 
ly Is that he does make public ap- far to defend some past practices byf |> 
arances and that he has opinions his agents, but by and large, I'm ImJ 
at he is willing to share with the pressed by his beliet in the law and.liis H 
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Black war 
feared by 
« FBI in '68 

' Washingtun Star 

WASHINGTON - J. 
_ Edgar Hoover ordered 
' [ the Federal Bureau of 
• investigation to intensity 
its counterintelligence 
operations against black 
nationalist groups in 1968 
' because he feared a 

• coalition "might be the 
first step toward a real 

«*Mau Mau' in America, 
jjthe beginning of a true 
j black revolution." 

i In newly released FBI 
'documents Hoover also 
ordered agents to prevent 
, fte "rise of a 'messiah' 
vbo could unify and elec-f. 
trify tile black nationalist 
movement." Among the ' 
targeted groups was Dr.j,' 

Martin Uther^^'Kin^'^ 

nonviolent Southern 
ChristiaTi Leadership 
Confereiice. 

fl Hoover wrote a memo- 
jlrandum urging action to 
|| prevent the rise of a 
y black messiah on March 
4. 1968, just a month 
before King was assassi' 
sated in Memphis. 

In releasing S9 pages of 
documents on so-called 
Cointelpro operations 
against "black nationalist 
hate groups," the FBI 
I made a number of dele-' 
tions, including the 
names of individuals 
Hoover thought might 

• aspire to become a black 
messiah. 



At one point he wrote, 
"(Deleted) could be a 
VC17 real conlcndef for 

.^this posilion should he 
1 abandon h i s supjioscd 
i^^^^^^i^Z. iobcdience to 'while, libcr- 
y Jal doolriijcs (nonviolence) ^ j 



the necessary charisma " 
bo a resd threat ia( 
his way." [ 

\ Hoover called on\ 
Jgents to prevent "so- ' 
called black nationalists 
groups from gaining re- 
spectability." He ordered 
I the FBI to discredit these 
groups and their leaders 
among both blacks and 
white liberals. 

t The FBrs Cointelpro . 
operations against these ' 
^i^s were begun In Au- 
gust 1967. Hoover ordered 
a» program halted ^ In 
April 1971, except in "ex- 
ceptional instances where 
it is considered counterin- 
telligence is warranted." 

A recently completed 
Justice Department inves- 
tigation reportedly found 
no linb between Dr. 
King's assassination andj-- 
Ithe FBI and concluded; 
that the bureau bandledl 
the probe of Dr. King's! . 
death "thorough!}' and 
efficiently." 

However, Justice ofti- 
. dais may recommend 
' this Week to Attorney 
General Edward H. Levi 
that a blue ribbon panel 
^takc another look at the ■ 
IFBl's activities. 

In a related action 
Monday, Levi announced 
the formation of a unit to 
assist him in discharging 
the responsibilities placed 
upon the Justice Dcpart- 
1 ment by new FBI guide- 
lines. The guidelines, 
which cover domestic se- 
!> c u r i t y Investigations, 
[were written in part to^ 
ensure that activities 1 
such as Cointclprq can 1 
never again be resumed I 
IhythoFBL ^ ^ 
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